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Lord : And theſe the Lord regards not,he knowes 
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| table to-Godprith much ixcenſe3 that is;as the fleſts | 
' is more, {others necils. more incenſe, that they | 


le intercefſor; one is, | 
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| old choſe os we enjoy, and what ſervice 


| the Scholemen lay of glory, Glory is yo ppery 


ty is acknow 

anos 
Lerd will have bis ſervants panes i e, that 
they may acknowledge the property heehath in 
thoſe gifts heebeſtowes uponthem : Indeed 0- 
therwiſe wee would forgerby what tenure wee 


— 


we owetO the Lord, as you-know there isanho- 
mage &ue tO every Lond ofa Mannor that hee 


htbeacknow of his Teqancs fothe 
oY will have this duty ofprayer eformed,; 


him, and thatwee might remember the ſervice 
weought trodochim, to riſcand goeat his cotn- 
abide! 15,to doe his ſervice, which we would 
be ready to forget, if we were not accuſtomed to. 
the not of calling on him. 
 Likewife he will have it done forhis honours 
fake, hewill Ros: men call upon him, tharthey | 
learne to reverence him, and tikewiſcthat 
others might be ſtirred up to reverence him,and 
| to honour him.and to feare him, The ſervants of 
| a Prince doing honour and-Teverence |to: their 
|-Lord, ſtir'up thoſe that are lookers on: andas 


| rhis,. not when a; man: hath an exce 


| him? (forcherbotgeytaery andy ind verbeb ride 
| out gloty) bur ; Fe a (hew: | 
ingout af Fran Ns lency!> Irisrh Irovhoghin that 


[-is uſe inthe! Sacrament; You 
the Sacrament; 
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on his name to ſhaw forth the duty of praier, and 


that we may ſhew forth his glory. This is for the | 


Lord himſelfe. 

Now from our ſelves,weare todoe it,partly,that 
the graces of his Spirit may be increaſed in us : 
for praier exerciſeth our graces,every grace is ex- 
erciſed inpraier,and they being exerciſed are in- 
creaſed, See an excellent place for this in ude 
20. That you may edifie your ſelves on your moſt holy 
faith, praying in the Holy Ghoſt , as if he ſhould ſay; 


theway toedifie your ſelves, and bmld up your } 


ſelves,1is to pray in the Holy Ghoſt;that is,by ſpiri- 
tuall prayer, made through the power, and afſt- 


 ſtance,and ſtrength of the Holy Ghoſt : Every ſuch | 
. prayer builds us up, it incteaſeth every grace in | 


us; faith, repentance, love, obedience, and'feare, 
all are increaſed by prayer. 
_ Partlybecauſe they being exerciſed and {et on 
workein prayer, are more ready and apttothe 
performance of this duty than if they ſhouldbe 
ſ{eldome inured thereto: \ 

And 


of the godly onewith another wil increaſe grace, 


how much more will communion withthe Lord: 


himſelfe quicken and increaſe it > 


Moreover, thisduty is required, that we may: 


be acquainted with. God, for there 1s a ſtrange- 


neſſe betweene the Lord and us,whenwe doe not- 
his name. It is the commandwhichyou 


cal upon 


| ſhall finde-in 766 22: Acquaint thy ſelfe with the 
q y ©; 


| Lord, that tho mayeſt have. peace with bi, 
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partly alfo, becauſeprayer brings us to: 
Communion with God. For if the good company 
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| ſhale have proſperity. Now, you Loc how ac-! 


| more weeare acquainted with him. Therefore 
| that is another reaſon why wee ſhould uſe this, 


quaintance growes' amongſt men; it'ts by con- 
verſing-together,by ſpeaking one to'anorher.On 
the other {1de, wee ſay, whenthat is broken off, 
when they ſalute not,or ſpeak not one toanother, 
a.ſtrangeneſle growes; ſoit is inthis : when we 
come to the Lord, and are frequent, and fervent 
inthis duty of calling upon him, wee grow ac- 
quainted with him, but without it wee grow 
ſtrangers,and the Lorddwels a far off, neither are 
weable to behold him,except we be accuſtomed 
toit,for the more we come into his preſence,the 


that we may get acquaintance with the Lord, | 
Likewiſe,that we may learne tobe thankefull 
to him for thoſe mercies we have received from 
him , for if God ſhould beſtow mercies uponus 
unasked, we would forget them, his hand would 
not be acknowledged in them; ahd wee would 
not fee his providence in diſpoſing thoſe bleſ- 
ſings that we doe enjoy ; but when wee come to 
aske every thing before him, wee are then ready 
to ſee his hand more, and to prize it more, and 
wearediſpoſed to more thanktulneſſe, So that 
it isa ſure rule commonly, VV hat we winne with 
prayer, that wee weare with thankefulgeſſe, and 
that which wee get without prayer, wee ſpend, 
and uſe without any lifting up of the heart to 
| God, in praiſing him, andacknowledging his 
hand in beſtowing it upon us.: ſo you ſeewhar 


this duty is. And, 
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The Saints daily Exerc | 
. Secondly, why the Lordwill haye thisduty 
rformed. , | by be 

Now, thirdly, (ina word”) what 1s it to pra tt. 

continually * The word in the originall Gonif, Hee 
eth, ſuch a performance of this duty, as that you —_ ke 
doe not ceaſe to doe it, at {uch times as Go Frenxn'g __ 
requires it at your hands. Compare this with 
that in the ſeeond Epiſtle to Timothy 1.3. The 
Apoftle faith there, that hee hath him in conti,, 
mall remembrance ,' praying for him night ana day, | 
where the ſame word is ufed that ts here. Now 
wee cannot thinke that the Apoſtle had Timothy 
in continuall remembrance, that hee was never 
out of his thought, bur the: meaning is, when 
hee did call upon Gop, from day to day, hee 
{till remembred him. So that to pray continually 
is to pray very much, to-pray at thoſe times | : 
when Ged requires usto pray. For it is the defi- | 1denefle,w 
nition that Philoſophers give of Idleneſſe,aman 
is then ſaid to bee 1dle, when hee doth not that 
which hee ought, in the timewhen it is required 
ofhim. He is an idle man that vvorkes rot when” 
hee ought to worke, ſo hee is ſaidnotto pray” 
continually, that prayesnot when heeoughtto 
pray. Ina like manner I conceive this robe the 
meaning of the Apoſtle, Rejoyce evermore, Phil, 
4+ 4. ſo hgre when he comes to this exh6ttation-/ 
of prayer, bee contents nothimfelfe to fay, pray 
very often, but pray continually,” as: vvee uſe | 
to expreſſe our: ſelves vvhenvvee vvoulkt have a* 
Ro: frequently done, wee ſpy, ſce that you bee*] 
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to ſhew that it ſhould be exceeding often, and 
that it ſhould be very much done, Hence we ga- 
therthis by the way. 
That mee are bound to keepe our contant courſe of 
calling upon God, as the leaſt twice a day, whatſatuer 
weade more. 
But you will ſay, what ground have you for 
that, why doe you inſtance in that twice aday > 
The ground of it is this, in thatthe Apoſtle 
bids us pray continually, that is, doe it exceeding 
much,doe it very often,the leaſt we can doe it,is | 
twiceaday,we may doe it oftner, but that, I ſay, 
is the leaſt. When we have ſucha command as 
this, when wee have ſuch a preceptas this, pray 
continually, and this rule illuſtrated by ſuch ex- 
amples as we have in the Scripture, why is it re- 
corded, if it be not true of every example inthat 
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| his conſtant courſe, I ſay, wee may thinke weare 


| 


kind thar is ſaid of the generall example, 1 Cor. 
| 10. They are written for our learning ? When it is 
ſaid that Pavid prayed oft, and Daniel expreſly 
in Dan, 6. 3. He prayed three times a day, that was 


bound to doe it at the leaſt twicea day. 
Conſider alſo alittle the reaſon of it, why 
wee are bound to doe it; In the Temple, you 
know the'Lord was worſhipped twice a day , 
there, was the HMerning . and Evening Sacrifice. 
What was the ground of that commandement ? 
There was,no reaſon of ir, but that the Lord 
mightbee worſhipped, and that was the time 
that hewould have it done, twice aday 


andeyening* but beſides that, irwas not onely” 
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| every day, and doe not ſeeke them at the Lords 


| not ready to goc out of order, are they not ready 
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that the Lord might be worſhipped, (wherin we 
ſhould follow that example of worſhipping him 
morning and evening.) But likewiſe ogr accaſi- 
ons are ſuch, that, that is the leaſt we can doe, to 
callypon him conſtantly morning and evening : 
for there is no day butwee uſe many bleſſings, 
and we take many of his creatures. Now we may 
not take any of them withour his leave; ſo that 
thou art bound toaske for them before thou take 
them, and pray for a bleſſing upon them, or elſe 
mou” noright tothem, thou þaſt no lawfull 
uſe otMhem : that place is plaine, 1 Ti. 4.Every | 
Creature of God ts good, and ought not to bee refuſed, 
if it be received with thankeſgiving, for it is ſanfified 
byprayer, Sothat, if you take common bleſsings 


hands before you rake them, they are not ſan@i- 
fied unto you,you have nota lawfull uſe of them 
you have norightuntothem. 

Beſfides,my beloved, it is that which the Lord 
commands in every thing , Make your requets 
tnonne in every thing, that is, whenſoever you 
need any thing, make your requeſts knowne ; ſo | 
in.every thing give thankes, And therefore the leaſt 
we can doe, whenwe have received, and doe need 
ſo many mercies, is to give thankes, and to ſecke 
to him ſo often, from day to day. 

Moreover, doe not our hearts need it, are they 
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to contratt hardneſſe, are they not ready to goc 


from the Lord, and to bee hardened from Gods | 
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gard, to compoſe them,and bring them backe a-| 
gainc into order. | 
Laſtly, doenot the {finnes wee commir daily, ; 
pudaneceſsity upon us of doing this, that they | 
may bee forgiven, and done away, and that wee 
may be reconciled to Go Þ againe ? Therefore 
| | doenotthinke that it is an arbitrary thing tocall 
upon God, twice a day, becauſe there is no parti- 
cular exprefſe command;for it you conſidettheſe 
places that I have named, and the reaſons, wee 
ſhall ſee: there is a neceſsity lies upon us to-doe 
* | it.. SOmuch ſhall ſerve for thar, 1 comenow to 
make ſome uſe of this that hath beere delive- 
red, 
24-07 1. Firſt,in that ſuch prayers as the Zordaccepts; | 
24 Sbewing the | areanexprefſion of holy deſires, ſuch deſires, I | 


miſery of "© | mean, as riſe from the regenerate part ofa man : 
men, in | FIR 

that theycar» | Hence then wee ſee that all naturallmenare in a 
miſerable condition, when times of extremity 

coime,8& when the day of death comes, whe there 
isno Other helpe in theworld,but ſecking ro rhe 
Lord when all the creatures forſake them,and are 
notable to help them, & there is noway to goro 
the. Lord but by-prayer; if prayer bean effe&and 
fruit only ofthe regenerate part of a man,wherof 
a carnall man is'not partaker,then he is inamiſe- } 
rable condition. Therefore let ſuch men conſider 
this as putaltoffto times of extremity.Pur'the 
cafe, thow haſt warningenough, atfacha'time, 
 {&+baſt the uſe of thy underſtanding,yer thou art 
| {notable rodoeany gond without this regerera- 
hoe: for,if there be nor grace in the. hear,thouart 
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Elſe wee performe j itinacarelefle and neghgent | 


| Deng: for if you negle& the. | 


not ableto make a ſpirituall x Oayert to the Loyd, 
ſuch as heeaccepts. T henefine take heed of de- 
ferring and putting off, labour to be regenerate, 
to have. your hearts renewed , while you have 
time,and if thou beenotable tocalli upon God in 
the time of health, how wilt thou doe it when 
thy wits, and thy ſpirits are ſpent and loſt, in the 
times of fickneſſe and extremitie ? Therefore 
let that be conſidered, which wee doe but rouch 
by the way briefly. 

S ly; ifthe L'oxv command this, if it 
bee the'command of 66d, Pray continually : Then. 
take heed of negleQiing this duty, rather be ex- 
'horted to be frequent, and fervent in it, to contt- 
ane therein, and watch thereto with all perſeverance, 
It is a common fault amongſt us, either weeare 
ready to omit it, or come to it unwillingly, or 


manner, not conſidering what a command lyeth 
upon the ſonnes of men to performe it conſtanel 
and conſcionably.I beſeech you therefore confi- 
det firſt, that it 15 aptivitedge ge poeiidhe@ by by the 
blood of Fiche Chr orthisend,it coſt 
him the ſhedding of his blood, Thar wee 


him, might have entrance to the throne of grate * and) 
will you ler ſugh a | privilege as this lye fill > '* | 
| you do,fo fara#isin.you,you cauſe his blood ro. | 


s 6 * 


es gotten by that blood, ſo far you n 
lood rhar procured chem; but toineglet p 


dury; is ro neglect char.” Beſides, i you 


the EY you abſtain from Di” 
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0 |, TheSanredalyBreriiſe, | . 
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x you ſtealenor, why you-commitnot adulte 


* 


and murther ; The'reaſoh that you give, is, be- 
cauſethe Lord hath commanded you. Hath not I 
the Lord commanded you to pray conſtantly, at þ 
alltimes 2 If you make conſcience of one com- 
mandement,why doe you not of another. 
Confider Daniel inthis caſe, in the 6. of Da- 
mel,hewould not omita conſtant courſe of pray- 
er, hee did it three times a day, and that was his 
ordinary cuſtome. If hee would not omit it to 
| ſpare his life, if hee would not omit it in ſuch a 
caſe of dangeras that, why will you omit it for 
buſineſle, for a little advantage,for alittle gaine, 
| for a little wealth, or pelfe, or pompe, 'or plea- 
ſure, or whatſoever may draw you from that 


.” 


oury ? 

. Doe but conſider, what an unreaſonable, and 
uncquall thing it is, thatwhen the Lord gives us 
meat and drinke, and cloathes, fromday to day, 
when hee gives us ſleepe every night, when hee 
provides for us ſuch comforts, as wee have need 
of, {o that the leaſt creaturedoth not us any ſer- 
vice, but as farre'as hee ſets itonworke to doe 
that ſervice, for us to forget him,and not to o1ve 
-|bim- thankes, and: not. to aske theſe things at E 
his hands, nat to: ſeeke unto him; but to liveas | 
without G ov. 5n. #he world; as many doe, who' 
negle&t thisduty::Lay,itis a profeſſion of li- 
ving without Go in the world, weeare ftran- 
ers to' him, it is opett rebellion againſt him. 
Thee, oretake heed of omitting it, take heed of | 
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this dutie for our ſelves, Is it not thekey that 


the wombes were ſhut up, was not this it that 0- 
pened them > You know, E!iah prayed for raine, ſo 
wee may ſay for every other bleffing. All Geds 


w, Sia his name,this opens the doore tothem all, 
whatſoever they be that we have occaſion to uſe, 
this is effeual. And this doth it better than any 
thing beſides; Ifa man be ficke,I will be bold to 
fay.a faithful praier is more able to heale his dif- 


heale the ficke, Tam, 5. You know the woman that 
had the bloody ifſue, when ſhe had ſpent all up- 
on Phy ficians, and could doe no food, then ſhe 
came to Chriſt, and offered a faithfull prayer to 
him, thatdid ity when ſo many yeeres phyficke 
could not doe it,Beloved,if there be a Prince,or a 


toward us, a faithfull prayer will doe it ſooner 


than the beft friends. So it was with Nehemiah, 
Jo know his, requeſt, that the Lord would give 


ſtrair,as it was in Zoſephs.caſl 
cult gaaitter to bring to paſſe;thi 
ungito the Lordywil expedite, us Xe 
ſooner, it will finde a way tO bring K aboy 


wee bee-in any 


_ All the wats inthe world, becauſe it |; ts « 
nwerke. Youhaveno powertodogiuy : 


| Beſides all this, wee ſhould doc; it for out 
owne ſakes, if wee conſider what uſe we kave of * 


 openeth all Gods treaſures > When Heavenyas | | | 
ſhurup,was notthis the key that open'd it2when| * 


treaſures are locked up to thoſe thatdoe not call | 


caſe than the beſt medicine; The praier of faith ſhal | 


great man, whoſe mind wee would have turned | 
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= | Certainely apraying Chriſtian that is prevalene 
Freya”. and potent with G ov, (that ſcekes to him) he is 
= ar [able to domorethan all the witches in the world 
*Fkor they {et the Devill a-worke, but prayer ſets 
 Govpa-rorke, it ſets hima-work todo us good, 
» | tohealeus,and rodeliver us out of extremities :- 
+] and therefore, 1 fay, for our owne ſakes, even out: 
4 of ſelfe-love,and for common comforts,you have 
4 need to uſe this, Certainly, if theſe things were 
| beleeved, (for you heare them only, you give ns 
the hearing for the time, bur if they were belee- 
ved,)many would be more frequent in this duty, 
theywould not be ſo-negligent in it,or come in fo 

careleſlea manner to it, 

Furthermore, I beſeech you to conſider this, 
every mandeſires joy and comfort,and common- 
ly one thing that keepes us off from this duty,is | 
{ports and'pleaſures, one thing or other, that we 
takedelight- in; which dampe and hinder us in 
theſe things, in ſpiritual performances: Prayer is 
the beſt way ofal other to-fill thy heart with true 
joy, as weſce.in/vh. 16:24. heſaith there, /ny 
nameyee have acked nothing hitherto, but now aske, 
that your joy may befull, This 'is one motive th: 
Chriſt uſeth roexhortus tobee _—_ in ah 

duty.chat our joy maybefillybich I take to be 
hae pf 1 ar heybve If ally ma! be fad, 
imp not ohely becauſe prayer'is table 
madifpoſition, but likewiſe itwill cheere 


bigzup, itis theway to get comfort ; If any bi 
tins. SO it 18 in-Ph1l, 4. 6: Tal things t 
whe your requeſts: knowne; ant the peare of God Bud} 
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Teepe you in the enmonnion of Teſws Chrift : That is it | . 
that brings peace, and quietneſſe, and therefore | - 


there is much teaſon why we ſhould be conſtat 
inthis dury,it is thatwhichquickens us,it is chabl 
which fills us with joy, and comfort, and with 
true peace, which every one deſires, 

- . Moreover,conſider it is thy buckler,praier is 
the helmet that keeps thee ſafe;when a man neg-| 
les it, when he ceaſeth to goe to Ged by prayer, 
when he once ſhewes himſelfe to be a er tO 
the Lord by _— Aing this duty,then hee 1s our 
of thepales of his proteion, like the cenies that 
gocout of their burrowes ; for ſo is the Lord to 
thoſe that pray, the Lord is a proteQion to thoſe 
that call upon his name. The very calling upon 
his name is arunning under G o ps wings, as it 
| were, that is, a putting our ſelves under his ſha- 
dow, butwhen thou negleReft that, thou wan- 
dreſt abroad from him. Now doe wee not need 
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tchto it with 


word, and to uſe faith,for prayer tirrest | 


{all.Whar is it tohave Armor, and not tohant 


"ready > now praier makes it ready, The 
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ſee Chrif preſcribes the ſamerule in Mar, 26 mY 


| 4twere ſufficient. You know, when a man is 4s 4 
| City whoſe walles are broken downe, when hee lies 
| expoſed to temprtation,he is in a dangerous caſe. 
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Pray that you enter not into temptation 7 as if that 
were the way to-ſecureus, to ſhelter and-to keep: 
us ſafe from falling intortemprarion. It is athitig 
I would adviſe you to, to Pray} and to-ſeeke to. 
the Lord continually. Theretore, if wee ſhould 
uſe onely this one reaſon to you, to be conſtant. 
in this duty, becauſe it is for your ſafery, 


So I may uſe this Dilemmato you, if you have a 

diſpoſition,and you think thus, I hope I am well 
enough, I hape my heart is in a tempergood 
cnough,. Iam not now expoſed toany tempta- 
| tion, fearenothing;make this argument againſt 
thy lelfe,' VVhy doe negle& fo good a gale, if 
| my heart be ſo well diſpoſed to pray, why doe I 
then omit it? Againe,if there be any indiſpoſiti- 
on in me,why.doe I:bhazard my ſelfe > what if-Sa- 
tan ſhould-ſer upon thee > what if the world 
Should ſet upon thee > what 1taſurable tempra- 
tion agreable.ro thy luſts be offered? art theu not 
.indanger>and therefore a conſtant courſe ſhould ' 


be kept in it,we ſhould take heed of being negli-. 
ent 10 It. And 19 WD 


- 


im. hi m, and that hee.is thy husband, andthat thou 


duart a ſervant of Chriſt, and that thou loveſt' 


£ 
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art | 


art his —_— yet A ang, oft him from | 
'tay today, that is an idle thingzitas impoſſible; 
77A Nidleſtlove him; thou obadebe refſe'| 
thy ſelfe in calling upon his name; Shall a friend 
| that is anacquaintance onely to us, inwhom we 
delight, but come tous, and wee are willing to- 
fpend many hotres with him and ſhall we pro- 
'feſſe our ſelves to bee friends of God, and him to- 
be ourfriend, and thatweedelight in him, and | 
| yet negle& this duty 2--This is a commonrhing | 
amongſt you, when you ſee a man that medi- | 
tates all his matters himſelfe, orifhee doe open 
his minde, and tell them to ſome body elſe, 
it muſt be ſuch a one as profeſſeth to bea friend 
tohim; now if this friend ſhould never heare 
from him, nor hee ſhould never fpeaketo him, 
or if hee doe, it is in ſuch anegligent manner, as 
it may appeare, hee doth not truſthim,. hee}. 
doth not regard what heecan doe for him, and; 
heedoth it ſo-ſhortly , that hee can ſcarcely tell, 
what the buſineſſe is , I ſay, in ſuch a caſe, 
Would you nor reckon his profeſſion of friend. 
| ſhip to bee an idle and empty profeſſion ? Now ' If wee bee 
apply irtothy felfe, thoſe that ſay they have | friends of Go 
communion with Ged,and they hope theireſtate quads rangi 
is good enough;,"they Rand in good tearmes | with our ftare } 
with him,but yer, if they be in any neceſsity,for | 27 Pye + 
re) ge and occaſions that falkmur from 
today, either they thinke of then 

Þſelves,or they are apt enough to declareWligg 
| man, or ifthey goe to G o v, they doe val 
gently, they poaſt over the matter, ſo-as th 
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have ſcarce leaſure to expreſle themſelves and 
their doings g1doe you thinke he will cake ſuch 
for friends? and doe you think,thar this is a truc, 


ſound, and hearty profeflion > Therefore (toend 
this ) I beſcech you confider it, and take 
heed of being remiſle and negligent 
init; for you ſee itisacom- 
_  mandfromtheLonps, 
 Praycontinually, 
(*z*) 
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Pray continually... 


£90 T to repeat wher Wy beane 
[ J{ delivered,bur ro preſſe thispoint 
WJ ohus a litt1& firrther,; (for, what 


BAN: Lf ſhould keepe a conſtant courſe. 
= inthis durie; ſincethe very life 
_— in it > T-adde qhis: toalll 


morni \rearify fye ideancelet |. 
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| danger. wee expoſe our ſelves unto from day to | 
- day; for it is one thing to have outward com- 
 forts,and another thing to have the bleſſing with | 


For the outward man, it deprives you of the | 
2-pur the-eaſe you havenerer ſogood | 

| t enterprizes';' put thecaſe you 
have outward comforts i in abundance , yet ſtill | 
thebleſſipg iswanting ; and not onely {9, but it 
uncovers the roofe, as it were, and the curſe is 
rained downe upon your tables, upon your meat 
and drinke, upon all the endeavours, and all the 
enterprizes you take in band. VVee confider not 
what wedoe, when we negle& this duty, to what | 


— 


them: 
" Againe, conſiderwhatloſſe you ſuffer inthe 
inward man, when yee nee this duty at any 
wy for that is readie to be diſtempered, and 
oe outof order, it is readie to contra hard- 
neffs to contradt ſoiley ſpirituall grace is read 
to decay. It falls out witha mans hearts itdot 
with a garden that is neglected, it will quickly 
bec overrunne with weedes, if you looke not di- 
ligently:to it, and the way to looke to ityis con- 
ſtavey.inthis dutie. That, is a notable place, 6 
T5. 4+ "_ Eliphsz qe ws ſomediſtempe 
Us "he fog bes ini dit)he wy 
that t © ſpeceh. uſed was nat.comel Y, 
efinfull; and what then? Surely, 


ben? bn 
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t refraineſ, prayer from the. Lord : A$1th 
ad fay,lr.is-imp rag that thou 

| [linto,theſe diftem nh if thou diddeft 
eepe thy courſe conſtantly in hipdhers Few: 
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fore ſurely (ſaith he) thou reſtraineſt ptaier from, | 
the Lord, So itts with us; let us reſttaine prayer 
from G o », and diſtempers will arife quickly in|, PR 
our ſpirits, worldly-mindednefle will bee ready dembers ry E: 
to grow Uponus, wee-ſhallbeapt to bee camall, | it prayer bee: | 
we ſhall forger God; and forget ourſelves, and | **)*edb Þ'2 
forget the good purpoſes, and deſires wee had : [ 
and therefore that you may keepe your hearts in « 
order, you muſt keepe a conſtant courſe in this 
duty : which if you dogthough your peace be in- 
tcrrupted,this will repaire it againe,itwill make 
up the breaches againe, though there bee ſome 
diſtempered affeQions. that: grow_upon us, yer 
| prayerwill compoſe-all. As 'ſleepe compoſerh 
drunkennefſe,ſo prayer will compoſe the affe&i- | 
ons : a man may pray himſelfe ſober againe, no- 
thing doth'it ſooner, nothing doth it more effe-. 
ually ; and'this you ſhall finde, that as-you ei- 
theromitit, or {light itover; ſo-you ſhall finde 
a proportionable weaknefle growing upon the 
inward man, as the body feeles, when it negle&-' 
eth either ſleepe, or dyer, or-exerciſe :-there- 
fore toen@thisexhorratiion; letus be conſtant 
init. oo, | 29.410 If; cory 
 Onely rememberthis, ( whenweexhort you 
thus to keepe a conſtant courſe; for which you | 
heard ſomany reaſons in themarning; Þſay,:re- 
| member this caurion)that if it be performed ini a 
| formall, orina cuſtomary and. overly manner, 
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| When prayer 
'| is performed 


| ? "arte. 
ES” 


Smile. 
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| vency in it, hee regards-it not; Bee nor deceived 


{ andbefit-forufe!: ſowhenyourbearts:are unfit; 
| when they are like greene wood, when you come 
| towarme them;*and 'to quicken them by prayer 
; Prayer in a cu- 

© ftomary man- 
"+ ner, amends. 
© | nottheheart, 


| leave-yourhearrsas cold, and as diftempered as 


carcaſſe of ptayer, when there is no life, no fer- | 


in this, it is a very uſuall deceit; it may beea 
mans conſcience would bee upon him, if hee 
ſhould omit irtaltogethet ; and therefore when 
hee doth ſomething, his heart is ſatisfied, and 
ſo he growes worſe and worſe: therefore conſi- 
der; I ſay, that the very doing of the duty, is 
not that which the Zord heeds, but hee will 
haveir ſo performed, that the end may bee ob- 
tained, and'thar the thing may bee effeed, for 
which you pray.Ifa man ſend his ſervant to goe 
toſucha place; it is.not-his going to and fro 
that.hee regards;:but he would have him to diſ- 
patch the buſineſſe; {o-inall other workes, hee 
cares not/for the formality of performance, bur 
would have the thing ſo:done;,. thatitmay bee 
of aſe tohimz It you'fet'a fervant:to:make a fire 
foryou,'and be)goe; and ldy ſome greenewood 
together, :and-perhaps puta few coales under, 
this is not tomakea fire for you, but hemuſt ei- 
therget dry.yvaod; orhem wi til anburhte, 
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to God, it may beeyou poſt overthis duty., and 


they were before :: My Beloved, this is not to per- 
forme this duty. This duty iseffeRually perfor-' 
med, when yourheatts are wrought uponby it, 
they are bronght toa better tune, and! 


tou better temper than they wete beforesFb po | 
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find Ginfull luſts there,your buſinefſe is toworke 
them out by prayer, toreaſon the matter, to ex- 
poſtulate the rhing before the Lord, and not to 


' give over, till you bave:ſer all the wheeles of | yy. vematt | 


your ſoule right, till you have made your hearts 
perfet with Gov, and if you finde your hearts 


| t00 much cleaving tothe world;youmuſt weane 


them,and take them off, if you-find adeadnefſe, 
unaptnes and indiſpoſition in you, you mult lift 
up your ſoules tothe Lord,and notgive over till 
you be quickned , and this is to performe the 
duty in ſuch a manner as the Lord acceprs , 0- 
therwiſe it is an hypocritical performance : for 
this is hypocrifie, whena man is not willing to 
let the duty goe altogether, nor yet is willing 
to performe it fervently,and ina quickeand zea- 


lous manner: for hee that omirs it altogether is 


a profane perſon, and hee that performes it zea- 
louſly, wt | 

hypocrite goes betweene: both, hee would doe 
ſomething at it,but hee will not doe it through- 


F- And therefore, if thou finde that thou haſt 
{110 


bbred over this duty from day to day, that 
thou performeſt it in a negligent manner., and 
perfunQorily, know that it is an hypocrit- 
call performance; and therefore when wee ſpend 
ſo much time in exhorting you toa conſtant 
courſe in this duty, ſtill remember, that you 
muſt performe it-in ſuch a manner, that it-may 
have heat and life in it, that it may bee accep- 


tableto Gop, and to doe good toyourowne 
hearts, to bring. them a more -hol 
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topurpoſe, is an holyman; bur'an | 
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| deed it increaſeth the heape,as it is ſaid of tithes | 


| You know, the baiting of the horſe hinders nor 


grace, and to a better remper, than (it may bee) : 
you found rhem.in, when you wentabout the 


duty. da -- | | 

And ifyouobje@& now, I, but it will coſt us | 
much time to doe this. Pr | 

Indeed this is one common cauſe, among all 
thereſt, that keepes us off from the thorow per- | 
formance of this:duty,but (to ſpeake to that in a | 
word) remember this, that the time that is ſpent 
incalling upon Go », hinders you not in your | 
buſineſſe, though it ſeeme to hinder you, and 
though it takes ſo much from the heape, yet in- 


and offerings, Bring-them in, and thinkenot, that 
becauſe you leſſenthe heape,that you are agree 
men :. no, ſaith the Lord, it will increaſe your 
ſtore, 7 will open the windowes of Heaven, and you 
ſhall have ſo much the more for itzſo it is true in 
this caſe. In other things you ſee it well enough; 


the journey, and the oyling of the wheele, and 
the whetting ofthe ſcich, thaugh there bea ſtop 
inthe worke fora time, yet as our common ſay- 
ing is, 4 wher'i5 20 lex, and the doing of this is no 
impediment. CERT 
Secondly, put the caſe it were,yet is it not the 
greater buſinefſe /> what is it that you get by all 
yourlabours, and travailes-? if it beeriches, it 
comes notinto-any compariſon with grace and 
holinefſe, with that riches wherewith prayer 
makes you rich. But, ſay it bee ſomewhat more 
3 yer 
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hoblethan that, as learning, or knowledge 
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| | to make us rich ts God, tomakeus to get ſtrength 
in the. inward ingan, a aſſe thorow all varieties 
of afflitions; im ringchatwhich ifthe chies 
| feſtexcellency Vit ders ? for isnorthacthe| 
beſtexcellency> When Adam was in Paradiſe; | 
the having of Guds Image, you know, ir excelled I 
—_ excellencis inthe: "wie. and fo it doth] 
| 11]1;:now the mote you, e more you gerof | 
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hizunfimneſſe by his owne En=- arid tocon- 
| ey maT _ alone; burwhenaman = 
an indil ion,and goes to Gmtbyprayer,reſt- 
Feng wing yr y do Coma 
to oppoſe the indiſpoſition,and deadnefſe 
fleſh, and the temptations of Satan, that binder 
|bimandrefiſt him. Therefore you ſhall find this 
to bee the beſt way to fit yourſelves for prayer, | 
namely tq performe the duty. If you fecke toex- | 
-pedite, and devolue your ſelves out of your un- 
_— the working of your:-ownethoughes, | 


thoſe r——_ arecaughtmore and more, | 
-Buyrthis L ſpeake by the way concerning matter 
lot >The mainanfwer tothisobje@tion 
þt$ rhaswhich Lga ve yourbefore,that if a miarrda. 
the cingad doe it faith fully,and i ; 
that indifpofition ſhallnot binderhim#herfofe 
| pRill remprmberitmult berdonegit 5 ineetrege 
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us not to goeabout it with that intenſion,which 
otherwiſe wee would, but conſidera little what 
it is. The dutie is very ſpirituall, and our 
hearts are carnall , and it is no eafic thing to 
bring ſpirituall duties, and carnall hearts«toge- 
ther. denrrn 
Then againe, our natures are very bactward to 
come into the Lords preſence, partly by reaſon of 
his oe. glory, by reaſon of his Majeſty, who 
awells 
apt to be dazled with it; and partly out of unac- 
cuſtomednefſe, wee are not uſed to it, and there- 
fore we are ready to flye from him,as beaſts that 
are wilde,and never were tamed to our hands, are 


| 


| ready'to fly from us;{0 backward isOur nature 
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come into his WT 
Againe, the nears bo occaſions hinders us,e- 
very thing keepes.us backe,for if a mans heart be 
| cheereball,ir is apttodelight inotherthings;and 
if a mans heart be-ſad (on the other {ide ) 1f1t be 
a ſlight ſadnefſſe, men are ready todrive itaway 
with company, and with ſports, and with doing 
other things; Bur if the ſadneſſe be great,we are 
ſwallowed up with anguiſh of ſpirit, and then a- 
ny thing is cafig F 90 | Þ; 
Tudas, it was-eafter for him to difpatc 


than t&gocand call upon God; ſoiriswi 
ne cxcetie gel, wiſh 


when tbe | ON 
gal urt-is exceed: [pant ON hat L 
era man bath a cheerefull diſpoſition,ofa 

| whetber the ſadneſſe be greator ſmall, ſtill ye 

. ſhall —— -weebe idle; | 
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: jpothin todoe, our hearts wilt beepoſſeſtwith 

vaine Eoighrs,cod ifwe be ful of buſineſſe,that 
diftracts us alſo, and indiſpoſeth us on the other 
fide : ſo ſtill there are impediments. 

Buethere iz one great impediment,among the 
reſt, and moſt common, which is worldly cares, 
andworldly-mindedneffe ; worldly cares hinder 
ſpirituall prayer, and ſpirituall conference, and 
the holy performance (almoſt)of every duty;and 
| thereſore if you-finde adifficulty in tt,looke nar- 
| rowly if that be not the cauſe. 

" Againe, another great cauſe of this difficul 

wars affaith | in prayer, of ſuch backewardneſſe to it, of ſuc 
ſjinGods pover | indiſpoſitionts it, is, becauſe wee doe not well 
Roaeeroi | confiderthe nature of God, wee want faith in his 
power, and in his providence, weedoe got confi- 
deyG o » «diſpoſing hand, which hath the gui- 
dance inevery thing that belongs to-us,in health 
in ſickeneſſe, in poverty, inriches, in good ſuc- | 
ceſſe, andill ſucceſſe: forif weedid ſeethe pro- |* 
vidence of Ged, and acknowledge it more, wee | 
ſhould be ready to call upon him , butthiswanr 
donwee tee [of faith in his providence,” that the Lordis not 
Þ way 10Ged, | ſeen inhisgreatheſſe, and inhis mighty power, 
= this. cauſerh men to. be-bagkeward: to ſceke t6 
bim, but very forward to.ſecke tothecreatures., 
_— When wee have anything to doe, ofanyeonſe- 
ce/Iwee arc wane Ser pee pts this manio 
-and from this meanes to that meanes, 
ety backward and negligent togo to:Grdin 
ayer, £9 have the thing brought to paſſe that 
wee deſre; and: this ariſeth fromwantof faith, 
y SPE EET Ss: and], 
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and from ignorance of G ov; and'ournor right] 
| conſideration of him. 

Beſides, Satan hinders acexceedingſy i in this 
duty ; for he knowes ofwhat moment it is, and 
of what conſequence, and rherefore hee dorh as 
the Aramites did, hee fights not aguinſt ſmall nar 
great,but againſt the Ki ing;he ds. it's this duty 
which quickens every grace, it is the greateſte-| 
| Dermy which he hath, and if he can keepeus from 

prayer, bee bath theupper hand of ns, hee bath | 
wreſted the-weapon ourof: ourhands, hee bath | 
Yermod us,as itwere, and then be may do what 
he 4 with us. 
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| and keepe fromthe ſpiritual Fandchttrefull per- 


formance of it': for finnewounds theconſcience, 
| digjoyazerh and difinembersrhe ſoule, ant a, 


d15j oo oper know, - is emfitz6 doe: 
2g liokne yel, when the ſiris healed and 


Yen, _ = isa ſoreneſſe left inthe hearr, 
ough ſome affiirance of pardan ſhould follow 
onthe cominilſian ſages fionp;ſorhatvhis 
NG Burin iN andre 
reckon EY leehow b 
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our ſelves, tharwe willnotahker: Let us thinke 
with our ſelves that the thing is difficult, and 
will coſt all-the care, : and all rhe intenſion that 
may bez yeawhen thou haſt overcome the diffi- 
cplties at-ane time, it may be; the next day, thou 
ſhaltmeetpwith new conflicts, "nb -diftempets, 
new. affections, new fir ;throftuſtg;and a'new 
indiſpoſition of mind will beon thee,and there- 
fore bee thatwill be omen wr nar 1-69 ere 


was the fa 
ea fnpoftde elf: e14- 
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tet times had) thathe never Wenttopray to God, 
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tos; if he had; he ſhould never have kept hin 

{elfe-froma formall, o__ = 
iBurImwilladdend more; ebeftven jak 

yovieheng hh becnenoogh Said. Pb 
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vnot > for, Beloved, when'weearefo| 
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| cauſe, and remove. it, wee could not "= an 
houre better. 

'The-objeRions, that are commonly in the 
hearts of men, aremany, 1 will name to you but 
theſe foure briefly. 

'Pirſt;a mans ready to fay,what need I ſpend 
fo muchrimeandbe ſo large:in theexprefſiion of 
| ny wants to God, when bee knowes them? I can- 
| NOt makethambetter knowneto himghe knowes 


 nvederh irs: &ff) 9971 019 Fe 
TothisT anſivet dimdvord,) Hlocalaſe itis an 
objection. thavharh'noc much weight init) that 
it.is true, the Zord knowes thywanms, bur with- 
all;Hidewiſl havetheetok nowthem ; betauſer 
therwife thoawilrnor feekxoftimdor them,thou || 
wiltnotfer aipriceupon'the that hee be. 
fioryesontheexhoawdtondcbe th kefultohim 


whenhe bachogramedthemy and therefor 
ſhattfinde aro me ar wary 


| and'the your pg 
| knowes: you? wants; thee: willben O 


| paigmcara nent yaickerus to prayer, ſay- 


/ or Parher knowes what you have neede 
of. wharthewy; Shall wenot r 
fairli'ties, chevefore pidy yee oye 
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Jus; and bis promiſe is firmeand 
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f | ]harh fally*purpoſed it, what needcs ſo much 
j 


raying to bring it to paſſe > | 
A Anſw. 1. + [aides the promiſes of God ate tobe under- 
®] Though God | flood with this ſecrer conditiBnannexed, I will 


| Ne pictfngs doe ſuch and ſucha thing for you, if you pray ; 


|| iris vpon con- —_— condition be notalwaies expreſſed : 
{| dirionthatve | and therefore we ſee when Grd promiſed things 
Land in particular, yer ſtill they prayed, andprayed 
| : x*y-18. | earneſtly. When he promiſed&/;aþ that it ſhould 
| 44 426 raine, yet, wee fee, hee- prayed, and contended 

| much 1n his prayer ; ſowhen hee madea proimiſe 
to David,thathe wonld make bim anhouſe.yer,you 
know,Davidwent tothe houſeofthe'Lord,8&cfate 
| | before him,and made earneſtpraycr,as youmay 
o_— Mrs re ing. 
] »Sam.7-18, | pattioular promi e praied;;& ptaied long. 
| De29 | Theexampleofour Saviour Chrftis withoutex- 
I | NT O_—__ arora vey 
= you ſee, be prayed;yea, he ſpent whole nights tnipnaytr; 
| and therfore you muſt underſiamdit tha: hough 
q C4 
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you have promiſe made; though the thi 
never ſo ſure to. you, yet itis beoudderiqod 


1 with this condition, if you call upon God. + - 
|| Ae. 3, | Nowwhythe Dordwiltbaveyoudo it, Few 
| ce nillbare | £dyo8 many reaſansinthemoming;towbich we 

q us doe it to will adde this onhe ;:Whatif the Lord will bave | 


worthip him. | theecall upon him,though be ſe todoethe, 
To wor ſhip "dd rthiscad,thatthoy thaiftworſhip 
» What, | 


Forwhatelfe is itto-warſbip the Lord?you' 
finde this uſualliathe Old Teſtament, The 
bowed themſelves and worſhipped , 'or they 
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is this, teworſhip Ged is nothing elſe, butto ac- | iy - 
knowledge the worthineſſe that is inhim. As | 
when you doeworſhip toa man, you doe uſe ſo 
much outward demeanor and obfervance tohim; 
as may acknowledge aworth in him above ano- 
ther man : and as outward geſture,isthe outward 
worſhipping of God, ſorthe inward worſhipis IN- | Prayer a6- 
wardly to acknowledge his attributes. Now you | _ 
ſhall ſec, prayer gives an acknowledgement of ; .cjpues, 
his Attributes moſt of any thing : for hee that 
yes to God, he doth,in ſodoing, acknowledge 34 
is omxipreſexce,and his oxniſcience;thart he heares | Omniſcience. | 
that which the Idols of the Gentiles could not | 
doe; that he knowes the ſecrets of mens hearts, A : 
that neither men nor Angels candoe. +9 
Againe, it acknowledgerh his Almighty. . 
Porey, that hee is able to doe any thing ; for 


__ is preſuppoſed, when we comeand ſeeke to 
m. 
Thirdly, it acknowledgeth his 2Zercyand his 
gany neſſe ; that he is not onely able, butexcee- 
willing tohelpe. | | 4 
aſtly, itacknowledgeth his Tywth, that as he | Trut; uy 

bath promiſed, ſo, I make account heewUl:per- g 
forme ityhen Lgaeandiſeckeso him; ina word, 
all the Attributes of God are ackngwledged in 
prayer; Therefore, therein you worſhip him ina 
ſpeeiall mannergvhen you goe and ſeekegw@bi 
'& pray tohim ; for in-ſo doing you ackno? 
him, yea,you acknowledge him to be a Lor 
| a-father yas when we ſee a childe ranne to4 
jad aske bimbleſfingahenwe feckima 
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|belored, 


foqd, and rayment, wee fay, ſurely ſuch a man 
is his Father, ſotbis very praying to Gov, is a 
worſhippipgof him, becauſe it ——_— 
nn Attributes, and his relation to us,and ours to 
im; | 

Butagaine, thirdly, it will be objeQed,I bur, 
alas, what can the endeavours or the prayers 
of a weake man doe ? can they change the pur- 
poſe of Almighty God, if hee doe not intend to 
_ this thing for mee, ſhall I hope to alter 

im ? | 

For anſwer hereto, I fay this, in briefe, that 
when you doe call upon God, hee is not changed 
by your prayers, bur the change is wrought 
in you; as wee have ſaid to you heretofore, | 
when a Phyſician is ſought unto by his Pati- 
ent, the Patient deſires him earneſtly to give 
bim ſuch a cordiall, and ſuch a reſtorative Phy- 
ſicke, that is pleafing to him, the Phy fician de- 
nies him long, yet inthe end,hee yeelds unto it, | 
Why 2 not-becauſe there is any change in the 
Phyſician, but becauſe there is a change in the 
Patient, he is now fitted for this, before hee was 
not : ſa then the Phyfician yeelds now, whereas 
before he refuſed;z,and-yetthechange is in the 
Patienr,and.notin the Phyſician: intftike manner 
-you gocabout to ſtrive with God 
wer, when you contend, and wraſtlewich 
mg(for ſowe ought to doe) when you uſe ma- 


fu &, 'are not ſomuch to perſivade him to belpe 


nyfreaſons to perſradehim, you alter not him, 
put your ſelves ; for thoſe arguments that you 
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pany” as to perſwade your owne ;6 hearts I 
faith, tomoxre love, tomoregbedience/tombye 
and thankefulgetſc: 3nd thatiridet 4s 


with him, but becaaſe a faithfull and pw#ituall 
prayer puts the heart in abetter diſpdfirion, ſo 
that a-man is now made ready to/recerve as blef. 
ſing at Gov'shands;thar 'beforebeewas riot: 

And therefore, 'when you'thinke-y&udrity God 
to you, with your argumachts, iwtfuth; 
your-ſelves neeret ro-him/;caxivhenOthgn ina 
:fhip pluckes arocke, ir ſeemeth as if he placked 
the rocke neererto the ; when a> indeed tlie 
ſkipaz plucked neecet'ts therocke? fo, Fiig;we' 


wee: draw:neerer' ro the E:9/k », in | prayer,and. 


beats) dy the ctercile! of this/dg 


elpe; and ro! grahtour requeſts, ie wee' put 


rc 4 we man as tether kr por Tri 


a him;and therfore'I ſay{{whieh'you:ſRouſd 
4nzhebyths way) that every 
ighopicch:of holinefſe/in aff6Qe 
chath- ſtrongor-arguraents in 1e 3'16-Tt Better 
prayer; tior becudſe this: prayer thalÞ 
with G 0D more, or,'thdrthpigne 
be. Goukbmow hind Bygt 
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x97 - ciibicieiked beene bexer for the chil.. 
ec/to without theirQuailes; 
7 your know. the be: that followed of death. 
wentalong with them, ſo when a man ſhall have 
peace and and abundance ofal things. 
without ſeeking them ar the Lords hands, from 
þ- <4 to day, I fay, hee had much better want 


+ rthere goes _ togetherwith them; 
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racl mine eleeſuke I have called thes by name, and 
have. gt given thee rhis great power, and all this res] 


facie fo, althtwgh thou thy felfo heavens: 


(Marke ) Cyr was a moſt proſperous rg 


this. was nor. for this: owne ſake, 'bue- 

CO ſakceifoyoumay think it is wheti men 

| z5 many \fimes, it is not for their owne 
[wry bur to falfilt ſome other end of Gops| 

providence : :and therefore, marke this,and k 
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if thou enjoyeſt ws — gs nd bag 
dance of al things, and art conſcious that thow 
.doeſt not: ſceke - God , from yh 
thowkeepeſt nott heart ri ſtraightand 
| A befichim, neirber call upod him; 


is foroncof thoſe cauſes) thou baft it withours-| 
 blefing;and with code thou haſt it for @rhey| 
endacankher for givers ſell and therfove| 
| thou haſt it very uncentainely, a rayon | 
{ from-thee, thou knoweſt not hey | 
andthisthou ſhalrbee ſureof KR hatibe: bee 
fromthee. when ofallodiertimdvit 
wil unfitteſt for thee: asathcef& 00rmey at | 
'time when men leaſt looke forhbim, fo deffrr not 
| comer ſuddenly. upon theſe rmen -God 'cuts t 
as amdnwhewher would there tronanenegl 
 loppes thor in that ſeaſon, that fatto 
the unfitteſt', when therfap is in themes, and | 
the loppt wil cauſe them towither,foth 


willſitike PAS may ſhaltboe aj 


Gods hand was mighty with him, and et all | 


to day, that | 


in an-holy and ſpirituall manner, (certainely it | X 
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#43 CR A ratabuſin oro oper, | 


itmaybee, thou: art exrricftwidhrovd, butheſt 
thou-not an.eyeto thy owne glory: 'tothine owt: 

aifvand credirinir 7 when on waſt errieft 
hy\was it. .norharirþou wighiee IR, 


moredeli hewthou'defireſtwealthiaild 

fucceſſe in-thine'e $- that ren 

ano rhe in toner ome ambitin 5 you 
know:;tharde 

btriahs” is'it* not adefire of wo woeeld | 
younotbeſome bud inyou 
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 ; [{®readings .H makinig out hearts: peife with | 


| kndw/whathis ends are; but if you cannorfinde 


| ea peſtowed fomuch inriot, fo.much 
[och betnjed for. bis Maſters advantage;;.it 


| compenient + for him, then certzinely the -acarall | 
affeftion1s intoaloft ; for wheii any 
aFecion exceeds, itccaſttbrobeeen affection, 
| andlbegihs tobe aluſt and therefore whereitis 
ſaid,: * 109: Tong Ge. iris is faid akes;it 
154; f 7 55001 > 

- Dye 1k Exys HiowrhalH: z2man hoe godel 
his prayeris torbeſtow that which he Jong for 
uponhis luſts?: + ar "4 
1 -*] annengf 8 man conlolonith bis donatabia 
and deale impartially with himſelfe, hee may 


4£0ut that _ you 


\fnay known irbycheetſe®, 
none ow m_ 


Nm bids yo ng 
ethiog ory bathrboftoged 
_ _ nh hee. weeks, put a' price into-your | 
hands, confider: bow -you- beſtow 18.:Ifa Stew: 
+60 wats great: betw of: money that i iy | 
Fer;harbrrufted-him-warb; and his/bitisbee, 


infac appercy, &c; but rhere Dore beene but fo 


88.482 vraent lie hath ſpenenadl o fawheonwee | 
ſrethere beet ſarmmbuch; heaith- ſpentz: (o- 
much tim 


omg rugs. rang th, infellonin ing 
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| our owne plots, 48d ourowneworldly buſine 
| vichaus.aaſpod tb Gu&, nog; ſerving Eid; nor 

men49:Qur calling; by woe ſhonld doe: and rhir 
|<hereharh beendlivtle time beſtowed impr rayer, ; 


ing paineswirbebent from fayeoday; 
{l jy owes looks now the bill of ex- 
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pence, and conſider how wee have beſtowed our 
| time, our health,our ſtrength,our wits, from day 
today, and our diſcourſe ( for that is one price 
{ that we have in our hands, by which we may doc 
good , it isas a Bucket by which wee may drayy |. 
from others; and likewiſe it is as a ſpring, and 
fountaine, wherewith wee may feed others, with 
the waters of life,)conſider how we have laid out 
all theſe things, and by that we may know, how 
we arc diſpoſed to uſe the bleffings wee ſceke for 
at G o ys haffls, whether wee ſeeke them to be- | 
ſtow them upon our luſts,or to ſpend thoſe gifts 
| to our Maſters advantage and, if wee findewee 
doc it for our owne luſts, in this caſe I ſay to you 
 gocandamend your prayers, and Gop will a- 
mend your ſpeeding, We muſt doe'in this caſe, 
as an Angler doth when hee hath throwne the | 
bait into the River, if it ſtay pr catch no- 
thing, hee takes up the bait, and amends it, and 
when -he ſees it well, hee then continues, and 
waites; in like manner muſt every one of us dee 
if thou pray,and praylong,and haſt nor obtain 
| the thing thou praieſt for,look diligently ro thy 
prayers, ſeewhether they berightorno, if they 
enot, amendthy prayers, and God will amend 
his readineſſe to heare thee, ifthou finde they 
be ſincere and hearty;mingledwithholy defires, 
and not with carnall and corrupt affe&ions,then 
letthebait lye ſtill, that:is, continue to 
and to waite, and the Lord will come indu 
 |rime. Bit 101972083 2601. OT 
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for beſides this, when thou art notheard , conſi- 


> der,if thou haſt not prayed remiflely,it is acom- 
| tnreſpeof | mon fault amongſt us, when wee fucced not in | 
qe monner+ | ourpraiers,we actribute it to-many other things, 1 
| virecedeares. | but not tOvur remiſneſſe and careleſneſſe in ſeek- [ 
| 1eSely., ing to:G 0.04. if a man. want ſleepe; if hee finde 
| lickneſſe and weakeneſſe,and diſternper of body, 
t he thinkes that he hath carenamiſle; and confi- 
ders:not whether he hath prayed amifſt;ifa man 


have miſcarried in his butinefſe,. liee begins to 
thinke, whether he hath nor beenFimprovident, 
whether he hath not dealrfoohſhly, whether he 
| hath not omitted ſuch and ſuch meanes, as hee 
ga ISHII CR —— 
Hath prayed amifle or no;when that (perhaps) is. 
the claſeof our tmiſcarrying, and grin ing 
| which wecommonly attribute it unto:forthough 
Go dbenotthe immediate ——_ know hee 
>] by agphes cnlng. There ai ne if, that hit hath not 
1. | Howe? thatwhich moves hin is alway eithergrace 
or fin as that which moves him todoe us good, 
is our Oalliqes tohim} andtharwhich moves 
hinrtorhe coarraty,is negletton'our part; 
| | nr hs hy prayers be 
ok Fight yerthiis is eo-fce conſidited ; that often- 
| bimes@rhanis deceived, in thinking His prayers: 
. | are ho tibatd;, and' therefore you nin{treRifie 
er, | thatmaileGneeit. As for example, forvetitnes] 
| | when weewould hayethe thing in ofie faſhion, 
= beſtowes the {ame thing upon us inano-4 
' ther } 3 and therefore thou mail bee deceived in : 
i.sH- 3:4tmaybee; aman'pr e —— ; that: 


— 
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hee may have a ſtrong body, to doe G o vp ſer- 
vice withall, when as, perhaps ſicknefſe of body 
| makes him doe him better ſervice, becauſe it 
keepes him in more awe, it weanes him more 


minded, You know the caſe of Paul, hee would 
fain have had that luſt taken away that is ſpoken 
of, 2 Cor. 12.9. andwhy 2? ſurely the thing hee 
would have had, was, to have his heart in an ho- 
ly and right frame of grace ; now, though P aul 
had not his 855g granted that way he looked 
for, yet hee ha 


| 


from the world, and makes him more heavenly- } 


———_ —__ —— 


d it another way, the Lord increa-| 


ſed in him the grace of humility by it, hee faw 
his owne weakenefle, and the power of Chriſt 
the more; and when this was diſcovered unto 
him, he was content, 

Is it not all one, whether the Lord keepes an 
enemy from doing us hurt, or that he gives us 
a (trong helmet or buckler to keepe off the blow 
from wounding us ? it may be a man prayes for 
money, and for eſtate; if God provide him meate 
and drink, and cloathes ſufficiently, in ſtead of 


have a greater degree of conveniency for his 
dwelling hou many other things, if G'o » 
give him a body able to endure that which is 
morecourtſe, all is one, as ifhee were provided 
for more delicately. It is all one, whetheraPhy- 
fician quench the thirſt of his Paticnt by] 

him beere and drinke that is comfo 


this, is it notall one? It may beanothcrwould | 
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him, or by giving him Barberries, or ſomewhat q 
elſe, thatwilldoe the thing as well: anditise-|*:. 
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11 to the childe whether the Nurſe feedes it 
with milke and other nouriſhment prepared for : 
it, or gives it the breſt which ir moſt deſireth : |, 
Even b it is all oneto thee, whether the Lord | 
anſweres thy petition, and gives thee the thing | 

in the very felf-ſame manner that thou wou deft 

have it; or beſtowes it in another manner every 

whit as well, if not better for thee. 

|| zNot by thoſe | Secondly, as weeare deceived in the manner, 
*} meances,whick | ſq ye aredeceived inthe meanes oft times, in 
q v< propound: | (king to God, VWhena man prayes,he pitcheth 
upon ſuch a particular meanes, and thinkes veri- 

ly thar this is the way,or none; yet it may be the 
Lerd will find out another way,that thou diddeſt 
Inflences. | never dreameof, Paul prayed to havea proſpe- 
rous journey to Rome, hee little thought, that 

when he was bound at Z7eryſalem, and poſted up 
and downe from one priſon to- another, Gov 
was now ſending him to Rome , yet be ſent him, 
and ſent him very ſafe with a great company at- 
tending upon him4he ſent him it maybe in abet- 
ter manner than hee himſelfe would have gone, 
and yet it was by ſuch a meanes as he could never 
| dreame of, Alſo you know,. Naaman the 4/ſj- 
rian, hee hadrpitched upon a particular meanes, 
he thoughethe Prophet wgald have ſurely come 
forth, and have lzid his hands upon him; but to goe 
andWafh in-/ordax, he thought his labour all loft, 
hd his requeſt which hee made tothe Propliet | 
tOno purpoſe, for it was a thing that heenever | 
{thought of, it was a weake and'poore meanes |: 
'\thathee made noaccountof, yet that wasthe | 
_ _ "Y meanes 1 
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meanes that Ged intended : ſo I fay, wee oft de- | 
ccive our (elves, wee pitch upon ſuch particular 

wayes, and when theſe faile us, ſceing that wee 

have prayed that theſe meanes might bee uſed, 

and G o v doth not uſe them, wee-thinke pre- 

ſently it cannot be effeed.ofeph thought verily 

Pharoahs ſteward (hould have beene the meanes to 
bring the promiſe to paſſe, & after that, Pharoghs 
Butler he uſed as a meanes, when he deſired him 
to remember him, and yet all this was not the 
meanes, but another,which he never thought of, 
which was a dreame of Pharoahs : the like was in 
the caſe of Mordecai, deliverance came a ſtrange 
way,a way that Mordecai never imagined. So A- 
braham thought verily that Iſmael had beene the 
ſonne of the promiſe, but God tells him hee was 
deceived, 1{asc was the ſonne, in whom he would 
make good thepromiſe. So thelſraelites thought 
that Moſes ſhould have delivered them, that it 
ſhould have beene preſently true, that the yoke 
of bondage ſhould have immediatelybeen taken 
off from them ; but wee fee G o ywent another 
way to worke, hee ſent Moſes away into a farre 
Countrey, and the bondage was exceedingly in- 
creafed uponthem ; ſo that-eghey thought they 
were further off now thanever they were before, 
butin truth, they were neexer : forthe increaſe 
Fof the 'bondage, increaſed Pharoahs: firme , and 
made him ripe for deſtruQion: Againe,1t mgzea- 
fedthe peoples humility, it madethem topray 
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harder, and to cry more ferventlyto:Gopor 
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Gelivenmce, and ſo it made ther-moxe fir for 
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| muſt doe it, or ſuch a courſe muſt doe it, when 


| 


and Moſes at the laſt was more fitted to bee a 
deliverer after hee was ſo long trained up, and | 
was ſo much humbled ; ſo that when Go » | 
ſeemes tous to goe a cleane contrary way,yet it 
is his next way to bring it to paſſe. Beloved, it is 
a common thing with us, wee pitch upon a cer- 
taine particular meanes, wee thinke ſuch a man 


the Lord intends nothing lefle. And the reaſon 
often is, becauſe if we ſhould have deliverance, 
many times by ſuch meanes, by ſuch men, and 
by ſuch wayes, wee would attribute too much 
to the mcanes, Therefore, we ſee, while Gideor: 
hada great Army the Lord wouldnot doeit, it 
was too great forhim , and therefore wee ſee to 
what a ſmall number hee brought it : ſo oft- 
times men thinke,oh if I had ſuch a mans helpe, 
or if. I had ſuch a meanes, it would doe the 
thing, the enterpriſe would be nog, co paſſe : 
when we make too much account of i 


| 


it, the Lord 
(it may bee) caſts away that, which ſeemed 
moſt probable, and ( even as he doth moſt of his 
workes, as hee builds his owne Kingdome 
by the moſt fooliſh and improbable meanes 
of all other, ſa. )--often hee doth our buſi- 
nefſe by ſuch meanes , that wee leaft dreame 
of: therefore bee not diſcouraged. Suppoſewe | 
pray, that ſuch a great Prince ſhould raiſe the} 
C ,that ſuch a warre, that ſuchanenter- 

ils, and projet may doe it; put the caſe the 
are will not doe it fo, arewee then preſently 


bdone 2 and isthere no helpe, becauſe ſuch a | 


battaile 
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| fuchathing,-if it were the bringing of water, 


| 
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andthe meanes, ſo likewiſe wee miſtalll 
{ime-: it'may bee the Lord is willing't@ 
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ſucceſſe according toour expeRation ? It may 
bee that is not the way, the Zord will helpe the 
Church after another manner, than wee dreame_ 
of, and (© for a mans felfe, hee hath a great buſi- 
neſſe to bee done, or hee is in diſtreſſe, and 
would have deliverance, and hee thinkes this 
is the way, or none, and therefore hee is ear- 
neſt to have-it done: now it is'good, in this 
caſe, to leave it to the Lond, to make our | 
requeſts knowne to him;andwhen we have done 
that, to bee no further carefull, but leave itto- 
the Lord, todotithis owne way ; for hee is moſt 
Skilfull. RETE 

If you take a skilfull Workeman, and ſay no 
more to him but thus : Sir, I pray you, doe mee 


= my _—_— ”" a", 


ortheſetring up ofa building, it may bee, hee 
will goea way to worke, that thou knoweft not 
what it meanes, and yet thou wilt truſt him : 
why then wilt thou nor truſt Gov, and ſuffer 
him to goe his owne way ? for when thou arr z 
e:offed in rhat thing, wherein (it may bee) of all} 
others,thou wouldeſt not be erafied, perhaps thar | 
ſame is tliebeft way of all other; xo bring the. 


we 


ly, as wee aredeceived intheg 


hing, but nor in thattime tharthouwe 
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and afHiAien, hee thinkes the time very long , 
and faith, bee is not heard, becauſe hee ts not 
delivered preſently : wee would all have the 
ſmarting plaiſter preſently tooke off; but the 
 Loxp 1s wiſer than wee, (as. the Phyſician 


| ſently, yet hee will doe it in his good time, 
| Wee maſt not | Therefore ſay not, thou art not heard, thou 
q exe Godede- | muſt take heedeof taking delayes for denyals , 
is, | the Lordwilldeferre to doe the thing, yet hee 

. will doe 1t, and doe it in the beſt ſeaſon : Lo this 


| {is a generall rule, Gods time 4 the beſt time, 
/. Note, | Whenthoucommeſt to pray for a thing', thou; 
8 wouldeft have it dene preſently , and thou: 
thinkeſt it is the beſt time, all the controver-' 
fie betweene Gov, and thee is, which is the 
fitteſt rime to have it done, thou thinkeſt per-} 
haps aqrcay 6. God againe ( itmay bee) will 
doe ita yeere hence;ſurely he is the beſt chooſer, 
and wee ſhall findeitſo; and therefore be con- 
tent to wait his leaſure : For ke may have many 
ends indeferring it, it may bee to try thy faith, 
{ (as. hee did the faufofebe Canganite, whom 


by tolines, to put thy heart into a better 


3: 6/4,:47 Itamnger,and therefore he deferres longer. |\Hee 
2% Taz doe that for 1aceb, thathe did, yerthee! 
>  AHwancd 7b to wraftle all night , and yet hee 
id not doe it till the inſtant of the-mor- 
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vered from ſuch wouble, from ſuch a diftreſſe | 


FT Simil | knowes what belongs to the Patient better 
3 than bimſelfe) though hee doe it not pre- | 


{xherefore hee would not heare;, )itmay be toin-{ 
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ſay) the Lord may have many ends why hee | 
x4 lets therekdrbeb cratent tO 4 us 
| owns! ©: oo RT eter OSS 
Laſt of all, confiderthis wherrthou ſeekeſt ro 
the Lord, tohave any thing done, it is poſſible 
that it may croſſe ſome other paſſage of his pro-. 
vidence ; and in this caſe thou ſhouldeſt be con- 
tent tobe denied, 
Bur, you will ſay, why may not both bee ac- 
commodated 3 FS. 

- Tanfiver, fo they ſhall, rhough thou ſee ner 
how ; for it is not with God as it swith man : if | _ 
'a mandoca good turne to one,twobeing earneſt | Srnes; 
petitioners whoſe well-being wholly depends 
on the ſucreſſe, hee muſtn oc an ill rurne/] 
toanother ; but God Contpoſeth"all for the beſt. 
As for example, David deſired exceedingly to- 
build a Temple ; yet the Lord had another end, * Fg 
for hee had reſolved in his providence to: make "IM 
Salerth the builder of it, which indeede was F: 
much berterfor David” forwhat more than hee + 
had could David have gotten, if he had done it > 
ſeeing the Lord gave him as full areward, as if he 
had done it: forhe tels him,that for that purpoſe | 
of building G © Þ an houſe, he would build him 
a houlF*: ſo that David had his end tothe fully} 
though $elemon did build the Temple. In likep=> 
| manner inthe Land of Canaan amonſt the rad 
lites the Lord kept the Canaanites but it was torn 20>: = 
their profit toexerciſe them, and keepe thenan if - CI 
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cauſes, for the moſt part : 
| Sometimes, for the try 


{ when ſhe held our in ber prayers, ſhe had herre- 
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this wee muſt yeeld to Go »; as heedoth all his 
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leffir "S or any com re ativec nced, and ex- 

from his hands. Now,if our ſelves did right- | 
et wce would have things done for us in | 
hememmganycnient time, wee would have the 
ſnqirralig pulled off, before the wouti@'be 
healed, whereas bait for us tohave it kept | 


on : Beloved, you fhall that Geddivides be- || 


tweene £44 andus,in this eals,; eRevel, | 
2.10. Satay ſhalf caft' ſome kt iſon, and | - 
0% ſhall bee there for tenne dayes: it was not ſo lon 
as Satanwould havehad it, it maybe,he 1 


- ad - | 
have had it tenneandrten tqo z nar againe, it was | 
-have hafi | 
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not ſo ſhort as God would. t, but God | 
ſets downe the time betweene them both - and | 
therefore we muſt reſt upon him,and thinke that | 
many times there-is great reaſon,whyweſhoule 
bedeferred, when weeaske things at 
Now you ſhall find God Sees Be 
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ſee,he deferred to grant tothewoidano &s, 
| ws er did mecane to granther requeſt, yet. 
hee deferred long, that he might pur hertothe 


tryall , and you ſee, ſhee was na loſer by it, but | 
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earneſtly, but God told him, that hee would de- 
ferre him, becauſe he needed more humility : to 
he deferred to grant the requeſt, that the men of 
Iſrael put upto him againſt Benjamin, when the 


they faſted and prayed; bis end was, as we {eEin 
the Text,that they might be more humbted,rhar 
their hearts might be more broken} that they 
might be more fitted to receiveit. 

Againe, ſometimes God deferres,that we mighr 
be more able touſe thoſebleiſings that he means 


preferment ; ſo hee deferred to bring David to 
the Kingdome; that thoſe afflitions that they 
endured might the better fit them to enjoy ſo| 
great proſperity,as he had provided forthem af- 
terwards. 

And 1laſtly,he defers,that he might ſet a high- 
er price upon his bleſſings, that hee _—_ 1n- 
baunce the price of them , as the fiſher drawes 


more: ſo Gov with-holds bleflings, that wee 
might have a greater edge ſet upon our defires, 
thatwee might pray harder for them, that wee 
might prize them more, when we have obtained 
them. MN 

Now, as he doth thus for the time, and as we 
are often deceived inthe time, in taking delayes 


in the meaſure * many times G o'n grants the | 
things that wee would have, but becauſewee 


cauſe was juſt, and God intended to helpe them, |. 
yet they fell before their enemies twice, though}; 


8 


a 


m"_ 
* 


3 
To enable us 


co ulc his bleſ- { -* 
fings when we |þ + 
have them, 


To make usto | | 
—__; bleC þ > 
£3. 

Simile, | 


for denials; ſolikewiſewee are oftendeceived | 04 


F 


have). 
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 Alefſemea- 


- | as well as a 

- | greater. | 
"& Clearcd inIn- 
'T Kances | 
* {| x Wealth. 
Pſal, 37. 163 


ſure may ſerve | 


©Y 


| be ſufficient. 


| hee hath not, fora leſſer meaſure, many times, | 


Paul, My grace is ſufficient for thee, Though the 
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havenot ſo large a meaſure as we expect; there- 


fore wee thinke we have it not at all.and that the 
| | 
Lord bath denied us our prayers, when indeed | 


| 
may ſerveas well as a greater: as G oÞ ſaith to 


remptation doe abide upon us, if there be ſuffi- 
cient grace to keepe us in a continuallconflict, 
and warre againſt it,ifthere be ſufhcient graceto 
obtaine pardon, to uphold, and to comfort us in 
it, it is enough, it raay bring us to heaven , wee 
havea deliverance from it, even when we ſeeme | 
not to be delivered, though wee have rot fo full 
a victory, as wee would have, yet that grace may 


You ſhall ſeethis almoſt in all the things we | 
have occaſion to requeſt at G o Þ s hands, that a 


leſſer meaſure may ſerve as well as a greater. | 
Take it firſt in outward things. | 
A little wealth may ſerve as well as great re- ! 
venues, as in Pſal. 37.16. A little that the righte- | 
ourhath,is bezrer than the great yevenucs of thenicked: 
becauſe a little, when G o » (hall fill it with his | 
bleffings, it ſhall ſerve the turneas well , but,if a 
man hath great revenues, and God blowes upon 
them,and leaves anemptinefle in them. ifa man 
have great revenues, if hee have great outward | 
comforts,yerif there be an emptines.if there be 
a vanity ih them, if they be as the husk without 
the graine', as the ſhell without the kernell, as | 
chey are often; though there bee a great bulke, 


and they ſeeme very fit to}comfort us, yerthey 
ES will 
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will doeus little good; whereas a little, on the 
{ other {ide,with Gods blefling,wil do much good: 
for in this caſe it is as *twas with Manna, Thoſe 
| that had little,had ſufficient and thoſe that gathered 9. 
| ver, had never anhit the more, that is, for their uſe 
and comfort, You know,the little that Danielhad, 
' it nouriſhed and ſtrengthened him, as much as 
the great portion of the Kings mear, that others 
had ; ane hereforea little,in this kind,may ſerve 
| as well as much. | 
| Ando likewiſe,a little grace may be ſo uſed, | » Infance, in | 
and Ymproved, that ir may enable you to doe | Brace. | 
much, it may preſerve you from {inning againft 
G © v, as well as a great meaſure.For the confir- | 
mation of this, looke to Rev, 3.8. which is a no-| zewg.z,g, | 
table place for this putpoſe: itis ſaid there tothe I 
Church of Philadelphia, Thou haſt 4 little flrength, | 
they had but a little ſtrength, and yet,you ſee 
there what that little ſtrength did : Thou haFt buz 
a little ftrength, and yet thou haſt kept my word, and | 
haſt not denyed my name : There were but two 
things for them to doe, to keepe his word, and 
to be kept from running our to the deniall of his 
name, and commitring other ſins : now the little | 
ſtrength theyhad was ſufficientfortheſe ends.So 
that we ſee, be findes no fault with that Church; 
other Churches,that had more ___ it may 
be, they fell into greater {innes. Bur this is a rule | | 
which is true, you will find it true inall obſerva- | qr. we # 
tions through the Scriptures, That ſomerimes | have more Þ# 
thoſe that have great grace,notwithſtanding fall | 83 may fall, 
into great finnes, they may be ſubjeto ſome | ores of; 
F 2 '  FMron | 
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ſtrong prevailing luſt ; as David, you knby, had | 
a great grace, and yet, wee{ee, hewas ſubje& ro 
\ great ſinnes together with 1t, 

And againe,a man may have but a little grace, 


and yetthat little grace may be fo ordered, and 
husbanded, and improved, that that little grace 


may keepe him from finne, morethan the other. 
| Noteio what | TÞ1S mult bee warily underſtood, not but that | 
ſenſe this is ro | great grace enables a man to doe greater workes 
:| beraken. 8 | thantheother, 1tenables a man, in the ordinary 
| courſe, to reſiſt greater temptations, more than 
lefle grace; bur yer, (I ſay for our comfort, that) 
though a man have but a little ſtrength, as ir is 
{aid inthe place newly mentioned, Rev.3.in that 
little ſtrengrh,7 have ſet a doore open to thee, it Ope- 
ned the doore of heavenwide enough, ſothat no 
man could ſhut it. | 
And as wee fay of grace, folikewiſe for gifts; 
ſmaller gifts, meaner gifts may ſerve the turne 
_ | many times, as wellas greater gifts: for ( you 
Simile | know) a little finger, a ſmall hand,may ſerve to 
| threada needle, as well as a greater, and (itma) 
be) will doeitbetter; for inthe Church there 
are varieties of operations, and variety of fun- 
ions, and meaner gifts may ſerve for thediſ- 
charge of ſome operations, of ſome ſervices for 
the Church as well as greater. And therefore, as 
there arevariety of functions, ſo there are varie- 
ty of members, ſome ſtronger, ſome weaker,and 
the weaker may ſerve, in ſome caſes, as well as 
|the ſtronger; a little Barke may doe better in a 
| ſ{mallriver, than a greater ſhippe ; ſo a man that 


| LE hath | 
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ties, at well as greater and better and therefore 
thinke not that things are denied,when the thing 


is granted, not in ſuch a meaſureas wee deſire. 


greata reward, as to be faithinll in greater, Thos 
| ha/t bin faithfwll in litele, may woke a manrulerover 
| »uch, &;may bring a great increaſe of the ralents 
after : Therefore let nat a man bediſcouraged,if 
he have not ſo great a meaſure as others have, 
So likewiſe it a man defire patience & ſtrength 
to gde thorojw: all variety ofc 
all the troubles he meets with: as ſometimes the 
Lord' layesa greatiburthen upon-a mans ſhoul- 
ders,: and. gives him. great ſtrength to beare ir; 
ſometimes againe hegives bur a lietle ſtrength, 
and then hee proportions the burthento it ;; for 
1s it not all one, whether the burthen beegrear, 
and the ſtrength anſwerable, - or the burthen 
beleſſe; and the firength little > Sometimes hee 
| takes away calamityquite,ſometimevhe laies ir 


of 
that, YT on ſhell have an hundred fold ich perfitiries, | 
| butrthat you ſhall have ſo muth joyand: 
| #Bperfecution, that;/i6 ſhall boall one as if you, 
| | wanted it-2 So: wee {oe Hebs: 5191. when Chri 
| prayed fordeliveranteih thatigreathodtebf cri 
| 21, the Text ſaith; Frewarheardinthe + + def 
| Feared;and yerzveſec,the cup didinor paſſe from, 
|| hi;butonely licewas Cs beare i 
L | 3 


hath bur meanegifts; nayſerve taeanc:capaci-| 


Laſtly,to be faithfulhina littlegift will bring as | 


conditions, tthorow 
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and oirisi inthivecale.. All which may ſerve for | 
wr rn ro thatgtbarwee be notimiſtaker/in 


udgingo our prayers norto bee heard; when they 


"= 


x |.:: Andnow; Belavedjwhatremaines but” thatwee 
> | ſet our ſelves ro the:duty, 'todoe that we are ex- 
i. . | horted unto heerex. namely' to Pray continually, 
| that is,topray very much,to keepe atleaſt a con- 
ſtant courſe in it; for firſt,if we doe negle& ir,we 
docbut robbe God of higmercies, wetake them 
without his teavec'! © 
Againe, weareguilty of the finne of unthank- 
fulnefſe: forwe ought ro give chanbes in all things. 
|-: Beſides, we negle& his worſhip, for you know 
prayerisap a parrothis worſhip,and [the neglect of 
from day = da th orar any time,yhen we omit 
itzis anegſeac of at worſhi Ip and ſervice wn owe 
15: Aon - agnkape—thes ubrodly faffer fant td 
|lyc enfo wvearwhich i 
| weoideprivoourſelvesof bleffings , and bring/a 


Hank lnotodiein 
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to pray ith 


e is faxonhurdrobeepche' thar Ho bees for- 
waid amd[zealouy profeffolrgvimformetrianes, 
havioſtchicirlightdnd fxtlentrom their btace;T. 
* WO |#aypyhar ;ithereaſonofinyn hen theyweredome- 
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er:and 


i: 


when they declinedfrom that pirch,from 


you ſhall figdethat it did comimanly ariſe from 
| remiſneſſe in this duty. Therforewe ſay to ſuch, 

Repent, and amend, and doe your firſt workes; that 1s, 
uſe your former diligence, renew that, and:thar' 
will renew grace and ſtrength againe : therefore! 
take heed of being negligent, and remifſe inthis 
duty. Wee have great cauſe to be encouraged to 
it,for there is nota faithfull prayer that we make 
ſhalbe loſtbut theycome up into remembrance. 


not onely what you doe for the preſent, bur 
what ſtocke of prayers you have laid.up.: You 
| know, a man ma have much in bils and bonds, 
| as well.as in preſent money; ſorthere ts 2certaine. 


ſhallnotbe forgotten, The husbandman lookes 
not only uponthe graine that he hath in bis gar- 
ner, but hee lookes upon that which is ſowne, 
though it be out of his hand, yea,he reckons that 
the better of the two ; ſorthoſe prayers that have: 
beene ſowne, ( it may be, many yeeres agoc) are 
 ſuchas will bring ina ſure increaſe. Therfore ler; 
us be exhorted to be conſtant in this duty, to be: 
frequent therein, to continue in it, watching therets 
withperſeverance. | | | 
And now wee bave diſpatched this weewill 
' come toanſwer ſomecaſes of conſcience that fall 


| focke of prayer, a certaine treaſure laid-up, that | 


| that degree of faith; which they.bad obtained, |." *. 


| | Andtherfore you muſt confider with your (elves, | © 


{out in the performance of this duty, which are 


divers : 
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them is weak- 
neſle. 


lk Sowwiles . 


os 


"rams Jah ; Bavrale a 


{ The cauſe of | owne negleR, as fromweakneſſe, from tempta- 
tion; and infucha caſe G ov layes them not ſo! 
much to our charge. As for example, one that 
aymesata marke, and doth his beſt rohit the 


his prayers, when they ; are accompanied with 
|w 
[ſuch as:Ged wholly refuſerh, orwhat 
in ſuch a caſe, when hee is ſubje& to wandring 
thoughts, to vanity of minde, and diftemper in 
theperformance ofthatduty > 1 


of the cauſe whence theſe wandring thoughts 
ariſe. | 


= —_ 


| diligence; ; buteither it is his weakeneſſe, oritis;: 
[an 
Ecale,thiswandring of mind proceeds from a na- 
\rurall infirmity and imbecility that hangs u pon | 
|rhe'nature ofmanybich is'not ſo able to keep it; 


| fervant'i is but weake:in like manner theZord con- | 
{fiders the naturall weaknefſe that wee are ſubjet 


thoughts, whether: thoſe 


rayers arc 
7 todoe 


To this I anſwere, that wee muſtdiſtiiguiſh 


Sometimes they ardfe not-ſo much from our. 


marke, yet,.if hee hath a hand, oratarme,' that: 
hath thepalſey in it,or iforie jogge him while he: 
is abourtat; the fault was nor fo much 'in him, it. 
was not want of good will todoe it, nor-want of | 


ediment caſbin by another: ſ6itis in-this-' 


ſelfecloſeto ſachaſpirituall buſitiefse : and this. 


\gbdconfiders;' for heis wiſe, and knowes that wee | 


areburfleſh When a weake ſervant goes abour | 
a bufineſse, though hee doe it nor ſowell as a | 
ſtronger, yet amat) is wiſe to conſider, that the 


*} | Fl ; ſezforherein ; a mari brgs onethat hath abow in 


unto, and he deales mercifully with us, inf ich a 


his' 
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| his hand; buthe h we | 


; he hath a palſey-armeand therſore | ; 
| he - OWE it freddy;thouph hehavea mind 


Sealſo:inthe other caſe is it,when he is jogged | x Tempration j| 
in his ſhooting by another, that is,whenSatan in- WT 
| rerrupts/him, who is alwayes diligentro hinder | -- - 
him an ſucha duty , in this caſe, God chargerh it 
not upon him, neitherdoth he caſt us off, nor re- 
je our prayers becauſe of thar. DJ e302 


::; Buton the other ſide, whenthis wandring of | ; xcgtigenee. 
| 
, 


mind ſhall riſe fro meerenegligence ot our pare, 
irom profancneſſe, ras 4 Paint 7 ws, 
cauſe we do not intend holy duties as weought, 5 
we come not tothemwith that conſcionablenes, : 
[ with thatcatefulneſſe as we ſhould doe "in this 91 
caſe it is agreat finne,md this moves the Lordto 
anger,-whenwe performe that'duty in thatman- 
ner; wben wee doe not fo much as ſet our ſelves. 
abour itwith our ſtrengrh, burſuffer ourmindes 
towanderwithoutany reſiſtance.” 02) 2 + 
- r/Or ſecondly, when wee our ſelves be the eaufe | 4 Yo 
of it;by admitting of loofe thoughts, by ſuffering | 259" 
+ourſtlives to be worldly minded,by faffering anh'| ” - 
-indiſpoſition:togrow upon us,andnot laboring | 
torefiſt it, and caſt it off againe. You know, = 
when an inftrumentis out of tune, if the leſſon | Simile, | 
he never ſo good that.is played upon it; yet it is 
as paw rr the inſtrumeEr is ovirof tune; 
and whoſe fault is that? Sowhen thowcommeſt 
to Gov, and ſuffereſt thy heartto bee diſtem- 
pered before, and doeſt not looke to keepe it'in 
order, that is thy fin, as well as thy x _ FT 
ob | | % , 
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| them. Theway to —_ them, is firſt, to keepe 


|\Somuch for an 


and negle& inthe very time of the performance. 


wandring thoughts inthe performance of this 
duty, and likewiſe you may ſee how to prevent 
ourhearts in rune before, to have thenarcady, as 
he hath it ready when he hath it touſe. Whena 


man is to uſe his horſe, he doth nor ſuffer him to 
runne upand downe in the paſtureswildely, but 


_ | wilkhavehim-umder bridle; ſowe ſhould _—_ 
our hearts in frame;that they may be ready rode 


us ſervice in ſuch an holy duty, when wee have 


| need of them. 


Secondly, wemuſt be diligerit, wherwe come 
to perforine the duty, that thoughourminds do 
wander, yet we may bercady to recallthem pre- 
ſently,to ſet ourſelves toit with all diligence. 
ſreringofthis firſt caſe. ': ' 

The ſecond Caf&is;whatamanis:to do,when 
{poſition to prayer, fuch a 
dulneſſe'and deadnefſe inhim, :that hee knowes 


hedocit;itwereas good beundane.. : | 
'Tothis I anſwer briefly;that iniat{uehcaſes,a 

man-is bound notwithſtanding to performeir,let 

his beart be:never ſamuch ourof temper letther 


| beneverſagreatadulneficanddeadnefle of ſpi- 


ritupenhim, yetheisbourid to doe it. ' 


[ KY wiltfay, Why, but Lamalcogether 
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'.» Andby this you may learne, how tojudge of 


| thewiſe man hath bis heart at his right haxd:; that is, | 
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« | not how:rogoc about the duty,and he thinkes, if 
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theworke ſhall gather: + fitrielle,; 
unficat the firſt. You know,membe atatc be- 
nummed, yer by: uſing them; they'\gevlife and 
heat,and-come,in [che end,to be nimble cnoughy 
ſo itiswith the -heart,in this caſe, when it inbe: 

nummed, the very: ofin of it-mikes it-fir for the 
duty. You know, wood, though-itbegreene;yer, 
ifit be long blowed, at the = Sch! it will be dry, 
ſo it is with the heart; a man may 

aboatgerting iton thewingy: with 


much adochemay do'it; and therefaze hevught 


| todoethis duty in ſucha caſez'yea, ſomuich the | 


rather, becauſe there is never: "morencedofcal- 
ling upon G o »,;thanart fucha times:for then'a | 
manlyes moſt expoſedtocre 
anyifinne come;hbe is ready ro entravh | 
hing : and therofareg ifever 
Ew ro call. _— God jtagatthagreinm,. 
-Burydwwill-fay,Itmaybolpon willnowab- 
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' ThaSaity i sdally Baerciſe: 


nor)but when he withdrawes the livelinefſe, and | 
| quicknefſ&ofhbisſpirirzand in this caſe, ifwe doe 
our duty; if wee doethe beſt wee can, the Lord 
doth acceptir, chough hee hath not veuchſafed | 
ſuch inlargement of ourhearts,though hee hath 
not powted outhis ſpiritupon us, inthe perfor- 
mance ofthedury,asat other times, buthe gives 
a ſecret hel ooghen perhaps we feele not, nor per- 
- | adventureis ſogreatas at other times; yet I ſay, 
when it ariſeth from bisown withdrawing of that 
qd J fitneſſe; and wee our ſelves are .not negligent 
| | crbichis the other cauſe)-bur endeavor as much 
| 4s wecantodoceour beſt;inthis cale-God acceprerch 
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To this I anſwere, that a man 1s bound (not- R Anſw. 
withſtanding any ſinne that he hath committed, m_ is = 
be it what it will bee, ) to keepe this courſe con- | robe negle- 
ſtantly in prayer,and not to omit it,not to keepe | ©<4+ 
of,not rodeferre it. And my ground far it is, be- Reaſon 1 
cauie this isa duty, it is a charge that God hath | tris Gods © 
laid uponall, to Pray continually, that is, at the | command. 
leaſt rwice a day, as we ſhewed before, tokeepe 
a conſtant courſe init. Now it 1s certain, our fai- | Moe, 
ling in one thing muſt not excuſeus in another: | 
when theduty lies on us, wee have nodiſpenſa- 
tion to be negligent in it; and therefore wee arc 
bound todoe it. 

Againe,conſider this, that a particular offence | Reaſon 2. 
doth nor offend ſo much,as ifwe grow ſtrangers | Negle&in this 
toG ov, as if wee grow to a generall rebellion | {4.0 _ __ 
againſt him. As, put the caſe, a child commits | commited be- 
2 great offence againſt his father, yer, ifhe rune | fore+ 
away from his fathers houſe,and grow a ſtranger 
to him, that is more than the particular offence: ! 
fora generall rebellion muſt needs be more than 
the particular. And vo give overcalling upon 2 
God, to breake off that courſe,to grow a ſtranger 4 6 
tohim.to runne away from his houſe, and (as it * 
were) tobe ready to give over all his ordinances, 
{ and a conſtant courſe of obedience to him, this. 
| is a generall rebellion,and is worſe than the par-- 
ticnlar ; yea ſuch a carriage, after finne commit- 
ted,moves G o » to anger morethan the ſinne it 
| ſelfe: as many times, the contemptuous, negli- 
_ | gent,rebellious carriage,afteran offence,moves a 
©» {maſter,a husband, or a parent more than the par- 
-| ticular | . 2 
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a Regen 3. 
It leaves the 


breach in the 
conlcience 0- 


pen. 


| t{weerecover 


not quickly 
out of a finne, 


4 we adde more 


ro It, 


—— 


calar failing though it were exceeding great, 


ſinne, he makes a great gappe in his conſcience, 
he makes a great breach there, and will you have 
that breach lye open21s not that very dangerous? 
is not that the way to bring in more ſinne,and to 
ſuffer thoſe good things that are 1n the hearr 
to ſteale out? I will give you but one inſtance for 
this : You ſee, S. Peter,when he had committed 
a great ſinne,indenying his Maſter,and forſivea. 
r1ag of him roo, yer, becauſe he came in preſent- 
ly, and repented, and fought for pardon, (as you 
know hedid,) hewas gracioutly preſerved from 
running into further arrerages, for hee made up 
the gappe, hee made up the breach by his true 
repenrance. | 

Wee ſee, onthe other ſide, when David had 
committed that finnewith Barhſbeba,and did nor 
come unto God as he ſhould have done, to keepe 
his ordinary courſe in ſacrificing untohim,in re- 
penting, and renewing his repentance,and pray- 
ing to him, you know, how many (innes hee fel] 
into. And likewiſe that was the caſe of Salomon. 
you know,to what a height he grew,by nor com- 
ming to Godt his firſt failing : And therefore, 
ſay, there is reaſon, thatwe ſhould do it, though 
the finne benever ſo great we Qught to come in, 
and to keepe our courſe conſtantly. 


But may I not ſtay till I be more fitted, till 


bled > 
Beloved,to ſtay in this caſe is dangerous, for 
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Þ Me. - 
the heart commonly growes more hard in ſip by $Sraying for is 


continuance ;z the conſcience is more tender im- nefle atier fin | 
mediately after the ſ{inne is committed,than it is ———— 
atrerwards ; and when thou ſtayeſt for more hu- | _ 
mility thou findeſt lefle : And therefore, while 
the wound is greene, and when the fire hath ta- 
ken newly hold, it is then beſt ro quench it, be- 
fore the wound be teſtered, before it hath conti- 
nued long ; for the heart will grow worſe and | 
worſe, as itis Heb.3.12. Takeheed that you be not |, , att 
hardened through the deceitfulneſſe of ſlnne : The 
meaning is this, when you commit a finne, you 
thinke, if you ſtay a weeke, or a fortnight, or a 
moneth,you ſhall come in as well as at -- firſt, 
no, ſaith the Apoſtle, while it is to day come in, 
that is,do it -eofarty. bo ſinne will deceive you, 
itwill harden your heart before you be aware, it 
will make a diſtance between God and you,itwill 
take you off trom him, itwill leade you further 
on :and therefore take heed, that your hearts be 
not hardened through the deceitfu)neſſe 1f fin, 
that ſinne doe not deceive you, which it will doe 
before you rhinke of it. And therefore inthis | \ Simzle. 
caſe youſhould doe as you dowirh waters;when 
wars bfeake out a little, it is beſt toſtop rhem 
pony: if you ſuffer them, they will make rhe 
reach greater, till at length you bee unable to 
ſtophem ; ſo inthis caſe, when you have com- 
 mirtgd#&reatfin, come in ſpecdily, before the 
{ywyorfrd-gwew incurable. TI | 
'F" But yollibay,Whar,ſhall a man come into | Obje#. 
reſene&who is moſt boly a ypteared | 
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Anſw. ? 


- | We muſt come 
] ro God with a 


diſpefition 


_ } rurned from 


finne, 


filedhimſelfe with ſome great ſinne; is not this | 
an unreverent thing >? 
 Tanſwerbriefly,itis very true,if thou be bold 
tocome into Gods preſence with the ſame diſpo- | 
ſition wherewith the ſinne was committed,with | 
a minde ſo faſhioned, and ſo framed, in that caſe ' 
thou doſt exceedingly provoke him, this isa ve- 
ry high degree of profanenefle : and therefore, 
when wee ſay, thou muſt come in, and keepe a 
conſtant courſe in prayer notwithſtanding , the 
meaning is,you muſt come inwith adiſpofition 
turned aſide from your ſins, and brought home 
to Gov, with a minde to abhorre that which is | 
evill, and to cleave to that which is good, there 
muſt bee this converſion of the minde to him, 
thou muſt nor come in with the ſame diſpoſiti- |” 
on,that muſt bealtered. So much ſhall ſerve for 
the anſiver to this caſe. | 

Another caſe is , whether wee may ufe a ſet 
forme of prayer ; and likewiſe whether it be ſut- 
ficient > | 

I need not ſay much to you, for I thinke there 
1s none here that doubr of it,but that a ſet forme 
of prayer may be uſed : you know, Chriſt pre- 
{cribed.a forme, you know, there were certaine 
Pſalmes that were prayers, that were uſed con- 
ſtantly ; and therefore there is no doubt but that 
a ſet forme may be aſed, far we have thoſe and 0- 
ther examples Yor it : And in the Church, at all 
times, both in the primitive times, andall along 
to the beginning of the reformed rimes,toLuther 


—— 


and-Cakvins time, ſtill inall times the Church 
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had | 
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| had ſer formes they uſed,: and I know no obje- | 


| tion againſt it of weight. One maine objeAion 
is this: 


that hee cannor goe beyond that which is pre. 


man ſhonld bee left ro more liberty, ( as hee is 
inconceived prayers, ) and not tyed to a ſtrict 
torme, 

\ To this Ianſwer, even thoſe men that are a- 
gainſt this, and that uſe this reaſon, rhey doethe 
ſame thing daily in the congregation : for when 
another prayes, that is a ſet forme to him that 
hearesic, I ſay, it is a forme to him : forpur the 
caſe, that he which is an hearer, anddoth atrend 
another praying, ſuppoſe thar bis ſpirit bee more 
inlarged, it is a ſtraitning tohim, hee hath noli- 
berty rogoe our, he is bound to keepe his minde 
intent upon that which rhe other prayeth z And 
therefore, if that werea ſufficient reaſon, that a 


(though it be a conceived prayer)becauſe,ia thar 
caſe, his ſpiritis limited , it may bee, the hearer 
hath a larger heart (agreatdealc ) than hee thar 
ſpeakes and praies: ſothat there isa bounding, & 
ſtraitning,anda limiting ofthe ſpiritto him, And 
therefore that reaſon cannot be good. 

Againe,l anſwer, though the ſpirit be limited, 


Thar in ſtinted prayerthefpirir is ſtrained , | 
when aman is tyedto a forme, then hce fhalt/ 
have his fpirit (as it were)bounded and limitted, | 


ſcribed, and therefore, ſay they, it is reaſona| 


man might not uſe a ſet forme, becauſethe ſpirir | 
is ſtraitned, a man ſhould not heare another pray | 


Anſw. B 
They that ob- 


ſer forme of | 


if | * 


atthat time inpublike, yer he hath liberty ar 0- 


CO—_ ”— _ —_ 


zeR againſt 2-4 
prayer, do the | © | 
lame thing. | © 
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_ | The ſpiricis 
J norreſtrained 
: | a ſer forme. 


of prayer, 


_ x ueff, 

| Thoughaſcr 
+. | forme may be 
3s uſed in prayer, 
 F yet that alone 
” | ja notſufci- 
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> > 


thet times,to pray'as freely as hee will in private; 


— 


and therefore he 1s not ſoried,but though at that 
time in the congregation he be, yet it is nogene- 
rdll « ey another time, or immediately after,he 
maybe as free as hewill in ſecrer. 

Againe, Lanſwer,it is not a bound, or reſtraint 
of the ſpirit, becauſe there is atyc ot words, for 
the. lJargeneſle of the heart ſtands not ſo much in 
the multitude and variety ofexprefſions, as in the! 
extent oftheaffeQion : now then the heart may 
be very large, for all that z though he bee tycd in 
words, yet there isnot a tyc uponthe affeRion , 
that may bee extended more, in putting up the} 
ſamepetition, when another mans is more ſtrait- 
ned:therefore there is no tyc,and limit upon that, 
And this is enough to ſatisfe that caſe, that a ſet 
forme ofprayer muſt be uſed, 
Butnow, if you aske, whether that be ſuffi ci- 
ent ? whether a man may thinke,it he have beene 
preſeat at publike Prayer, ( which is a commen- 
dablc and rel:gious thing to uſe conſtantly) I ſay, 
whether that befufticient 2? 
_. My Beloved,chis tsa matter of fome moment, 
roconſider what wee ought to doe in this caſe, 
for wermay be deceivedin ity and I anſwer plain- 
ly, It is. cot ſafficieat: Aman that is diligent in 
publike prayers, that keepes them morning and 
evening, if heethinkes nowhee hath diſcharged 
his ducy,he is in avetygreat crrour: and this is 
the reaſon, becauſe they are nor ſufficient, Indeed 


| they ought tobe ufed conſtantly, for Goatis wor- 
ſhippedin theE;8& iris a more divine worſhip for 
| when | 


— 


| | 


untothe Lord. 


|\rhankfull eo Goa for. © 
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when G 0 v is honoured bofore many (as a man, 
when therc are many ſpeRators , more honour is 
dageto him)it is a greater honour,vhich is when 
men joyne in this worſhip, Many other reaſons 
might bee produced for it , bur that isnot the 
thing, I am now upon,to commend ir to you, but 
I fay, it.is not ſufficient, although iropght ro bee 
done, becauſe there are many particular ſinnes, 
which cannot bee 'confeſſed in publike prayer, 
there are many particular wants,which in publike 
prayer youcannotunfold, and open, or expreſſe 


Againe, the end ofa ſet forme of prayer isto 
be an helpe for the private, (forthe publike ir is 
another caſe) a helpe thatone may ulc that is yet 
exceeding weake : a child, that cannot goe, may 
have a prop to helpe it, but wee muſt noralway 
be children,we muſt not alway uſe that helpe, 
Befides,we muſt conſider this, that there is no 
man that hath any worke of grace in his heart,bur 
he. is enabled in ſore meaſure to pray ,withour a 
ſet forme of prayer, heeis able to expreſſt his de. 
lires to God in private, one way or other : There 
was neyer afy man in any extreame want, bur he 
knew how toexpreſſc himſelfe, where he had li- 
berty.to ſpeake ; ſoiris in thiscaſe; ug 

_ Beſides, the _—_ of a man hath greater liber- 
ty in private; there a man may powre forth his 
ſoulex9 the Lord, as Hanna faith, 1 Sex. x, which 
in publike-hee.cannatdoe freely{ theregre- many 
particular mercies, which hee hath cauſe xo bee 
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Theend why 
pray er is uſed, 


; Caſe 5. 

- About uſing 

"the voice, and 

'abourthe ge- 
'ture in ſecret 


- } Prayer. 


| cover them, to pur fuell co rhem : and this is not 


|in'your families-, and' meet in the Congrega- 


Beſides, there is a particular paines that a man 
isto take with his heart, from day today, which 
in the publike common-petitions, hee is not able 
to doe : for; Bekeyed, know this, that the prayer 
which is required from day to day,is not ſo much 
the performance of the duty, the doing of the 
taske, but the end isto keepe the heart in order, 
for if ſinfull luſts grow upon it, and diſtempers, 
and' worldly niindedneſſte, the end of this dury 
is to worke them out againe,to renew repentance 
againe; and when there is a forgetfulneſſe of 
the covenant, when grace growes-weake, whicn 
good defires begin colanguiſh, to renew, and re- 


done by the performance of the publike onely. 
"And therefore, I ſay, though you performe it 


tion; you muſt nor thinke that this is enough , 
for you are bound to a private performance of 


this duty.. 4) EBIT $58.7. | 

"-  Againie, this is anothefEafe, whata man is to 
 doein theprivare performance of this duty,whe-- 
ther hee bee bound alwaies to uſe his voyce?whe.- 
ther hce bec bound alwates ts: ſuch- a kinde of 
geſtnre>: WV3 #1 HI SIG OL YWPY 3+ | 
| Tanſwerthisbriefly,{for there is to great dit- 
ficulry in theſe things;and therefore paſſe them. 
over} forrhe geſtnre+il- publike, there is more 
heectobce taken ofthar, becan(& iris a puiblike | 
-and"open-worſhip'of Gia'p, and therefore in 
publikethe geſture is alwaytobereverenr, You | 


ww” 


| now how oftcnit is. repeated; (in the Old Te- 


: _  ftarnent| 
——_ —————————_— 
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m9 dhinpeda dantſo.chaftlooked ap 
kneel 
and many ſuch like 


ormance any this duty, 
rent, there vwriety of 


even in private, farreas may 


tthereis aliderty y mthacy 


ty moſt, Some 


indiſpolities, enanother may 


;neflez om 


[2 


donor ſee bural mannerof geftares may dA 
there are many examples for walking, mdlying 


and, firing; antly chik -istObetakets 


may bring 


dy, &: make!ie mare fr-ſocprayert 
1ng is ineonvenientand io meririies more 4 
| nientr And det the deft let: [. 


MAC eſperially char ty ied dloone, el 


ro heaven, Pay! 


;amane'Fr thereſt wich him, andprayed; 
expreſſions you (' menti- 
| 0ned inthe Scriptutesz where you have prayer| 
mentioned inpublike; ſtillyouſhall Kndean'ex- 
—_ of ſome reverenct geſture ;thertare _ 
Tone peare befare the Lerd inthe pub 
| eſpeciall care 'm 
cakenbeneuatac \[ntheprivatz; the i roerrye 


ooo'4 wil 


maybe iiſed,and t 


ſuch,as may-both cxpreſſethe rider ne _y 
in the heart; for clic of Teena man.Iſce 
| And wdece It 


isthabeftaule m priveie;tharthiar 
doch moſt. 


rebe 
oth beÞrhely. 
2dulneſſc 


ickegthe bo-; er 


— Seb) 


That geſture 
and wot] 


| thar doth wo n 


|. bag forchenoyes, "vid rhat, hare the | 


;pairi | FatIhis ies ny"y 
bindrapeete the dity; when as gs ofir} 
'may quicken and helpe it forward. 


Note. © | 


. 


} geſture). it vs not ftm tired: for Go# #4 pi- 
oj 2obn 4.26 [10nd be nillbe brad pirtevtenthat feel 
; cares, and hodies, they muft-hdavermenfpeake to 
them: but God, thais @ Spirit, delights in that] 
which is ike himfelfey and therefore all his eye|, 
is ypontthe ityardbehaviour'of the Spirit; Be:| 
fudes.the ſpitit may fyxake roGrdyyhenthevoice 
doth not ; as,yOu know,the Angelrſpeake to God, 
if mow” _ ck they mo mage” 7. bs Schoolmen | 
oy pen ne | DYE gdh: dr ſpuresaboutthe ſperclr of Angels, 
=:bay mM Lo pr Sage mph char dne Angel Heiks to| 
| another after this tnanner: VVhenany one hath a 
conccit.in bis mind ofany thing, with a willthar 
another fhould-uoderſtand it;&: that Grd ſhould'| | 
underfland 5t;: thet,is cnongh' for.theexpteſſion'| 
{ itz (013 itwith: the ſpiritofa-man; when hee | 
hath -ſurk apetition in his heart, in his-minde, | 
PAbES eadefn ren char 6odhould/| 
un Grand -thatpetition, at is anoffering mz iroy| 
tothe Le; itis — | cotheitortts 
E - | |whenyoudeliver irby an outward voice; for thie 
+: | ſpirit agrees with the Angels, (o farre as it is a 
"2"®* | th6-495dzfadoth! adam though in-' 
SIE  deedthetonguebe tobeuſed;as itis faid ſaw.3. 
39%" | 9-Therewithblefienee God; and therewith ftiould 
. wee pray among, others, and. before others, and 
{peake before others:butwhen there is ary cauſe | 
tonſe thevoice ttprivate; itis this; as farre As it 
i quieken the heart, (as Ifaidof geſture) and' 


88 farre as thereby wee may keepe our thoughts 
; omwandring, If thevdigewerenotuled; per- | 
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banda dren foreooacete d C 


haps, the thoughts would bce ſubje& to more 
w : at ; , "IIb gon y C by + Oe TAK 
| ar6aware; and therefore when the voyre is ned 
| ir nu be rokeepeinrthe thonghrs-trſometa- 
ſes, to omit the voice is more convenient, when 

it may draw any other intonveniency ; but that 
| is left toevery mans particular cale, as hee 


all fitid rhe uſe of it to hinder 'F == 
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| "> orfurtherþit. Andſp wc 
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1 Tus 3s. 5.17. 
\ Pray continually. 
2 NOTA 
Nother Caſe of conſcience in the 


ACCC 


* Caſe 6. 


[About want of | . buſineſſe of prayer is, what a man 
mare a0 prop”; is to doe, when he is ina ſtraitof | 


by reaſon of | 
I buſfi- 
| Feeero bee 


W time, by reaſon of ſome weighty | 
"WF - buſinefle, chat requires a quicke 
and fuddendiſpatch, and gives him not the lea- 
— > __—_—_ that otherwiſe. hee mighthave | 
ad >- 

4: Terhis T anſwer, you ſhall find, thatin'Scri 

ri prayers of Saints Have becn fomatiacs | 
onger, and ſometimes-ſtiorter: Our- Saviour / 
#x13 7+, you know, ſometimes ſpentawhole- 


- * A 
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| ed | (for that is cleerely meant in that ple) 
[ems wore precieas'te him thas bu 
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night inpmya;  Surel ly bedidnoe take f much | 
time alyaycs;: + wer have liberry 
ſomerimes tobe longer, ſometimes ſhorter,ac- 
cording as0ur ocealions will permit. Rutyet this 
POuny oumult remember, that though the buſineffe 
great, yet that buſinefle that concernes the 


ſalvationofour foules,apd theworthipof God, 
is greater: And therefdre,before and above all o- 


7 gh moment:take heed hen you 
T* 

every occaſion: that comes into thruft. 
out this duty, for heere you keepe notthe duc 


ur neglet als grrmcr; do mkreche 


ther ſervices,this is Rill robe preferred: for it is a | ric | 


he 20 your buſinefſe, and nortfub, | 5.0. 


"Poles denn you aot ſay, when you have great 
buGneſſe in hang, that a man muſt have 


ingitime, &c; VVhy maywee 
pa, yp axell, 


I 
is itnot necefſary > You know 


oe acrenriacha be kept in 


. + 


 thatis; he had rather omit his uſuall 
 tharhe meanes by bis apptinaed food) than ropmir | 
aeoſtantcourſain thoſt holyduties; 
Therefore, an par. woriep ns AK rrp 
Lo. <-ncigh omit icnaot except | — _—_ 
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atime, bur God in mercy; )andin wifiome, hath 
leftit toourliberty:onlyobſcrverthiis is the com-. 
mand, Pray continually, doe it'excecding often, at 
the leaft, keepe a conſtant courſe in ir, (as wee 
heard before) though you ſhould be the ſhorter 
MI, ;. BUN: Bo: 
\. Now let theſe fyeGautions be obſerved : 
Firſt, take heed that the ſtraitning come not 
from your ill husbandry,that is,from your il huſ- 
wan wage 210 a man were catefull to re- 
| deemetime before; (it may be) hee need not be 
put to ſuch aſtraitas he isat that time;when he is 
to performe this duty. Suppoſe you have a jour- 
ney togo,that requires much time,and you muft | 
be gone early ; you may ſo husband the time be- 
| forexthat you maygertrime enough for your jour 
ney,and forthe performance of this daty: and ſo 
for other buſineſſe, as I ſaid in themorning, you 
ſhould labour IIEA ſelves to-per- 
forme this'dury of prayer;and therfore take heed 
be good ftewards of your time,and that you 
as d it well, 212 1t 350 Wy” | 
. And likewiſe, this is anotherpart of husban- 
dingyourtiine, that you let'not thatwhich is 
precious, goc forthings of ſmallmoment; 
for that is'ill husbandry.You ſhould redeem the. 
time,and buy it with the loffe of fomeching;You | 
finde time enough to beſtow in theweightle 
buſines of your calling, in things an —_ | 
the good of man, much more ould youinthis 
that belongs to the worſhip of G'9w1 Andtlicr- 
| foregif it may be, redeeme it with ſome lofle;' fo 
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g | take care, that your mindes benottoo nnebvins | 


viſe youredeeme 

The is the firft Caarion 
| that 's) oe ſerved, 6 hasband arid re- 
 dectmer etimewell. 


© The ſecoridiis, if vobbo eaiinadar any-ims, 
x66 iratanother tine +for ifir benova |! 
| ined exenſe and” & if-you frame nat ro 
| your (elvesa fttairning, when you have libetry, 
youwiln bee carefall to ſpend-more rime inirat 
another ſeaſdfiy by tharyoirſhall know: your fim- 
ceritrp inde, thariTis oy Leary w I-NOL4n ex- 
con. atd a __ offe.-7'c:: 1 
r:Cautionto be obſervedis, 
hadydrakeHGr rho mnchibulined upoityoy: 
you Taco ſtraitned with daſihefſe, and thetefore 
be{0large inthe performance of rhisdu- 
ny *othetf i(&-you' would if you did:nottake 
Gran aerouy ou;our felvesarethecauſeof ir 
he thar rakes lofſe, hethar ſpends 
| = tie inthethings charbelong roſalvation, 


becver choice rhan Martha, chough herimploy- 
| menrilldwere good. - : > gn 113% 

' Likewife; as you muſt nor ory ofiofact fi ſclves 
with too much buſineſſe, ſo- 


rupon them, ior too much intention of mind 


 fopoitbuſineſſexauſerh ditra@iontinprayergnd | 


cauſerh us to poſt overthe duty, aidians 
| muck buſinefſe + whena mans minde ſhoots ir 


| |ſelferoofarrein buſineffe; when/it is toomech | 
Fi: <4 od ad it: ep 


be hath made the better choice, as Aſary made a | 


time, 


Caution 3+ 
Take heed of | 
roo much bu- | 

finefle, 
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{excluding the meanes, that. it inehifes 
wag \ þ for if the defite þre fervent ;; when; wee deſire | 


nemo 
| For, Pye nmyys ran — [getit 


ary h WR IRC ny i 
The laſt Caution is,that the ſtrait riſer From | 

difidenee in 5x T7pig+ gr egwk afthe 

maoanes ; f6t it falls our oftimes:;:w; have 


and poſting from one: creature 19 anther, fro 
 theuſe of one: meanes- to yrs if wi 94 aa] 

time a9 prayennet {0:muych ior want fim- 
Ky rn therweanes Oamueb, 
we intend them too much, we doe not truſt Grd 


with the buſinefſe; ifwedi idwee might 
eſſe time: in thtm.,andmexe 5g ſeeking td 


\Antxbor Cafe. af: eenſtjonce in 
of Go mis, Yehatamanistedoc 
forthe'u meanes 2.6; wbenweeiare bid 
ny -andiſecke!to Gr om!; it ian arftibary 


amangfhus ; Buy ay-vERngR p{6the 
ne 


Tothis, Latſwer, Thetprayer' is farse from | 
then s 


at G » v's. hands, it will/make us dilis| 
euſeof themcanes, to.uſe's converii- 
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|  theuſe.of the jag ey ctr" a 
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his ſoule hath nothing; for bedefires buthe puts 
his hand-into his bofome: the defires which 
| you expreſſe, when you prays mw are nor. fer- 
| vent, they are not earneſt, if you bee remifſe.in- 
the uſe ofthe meaxes. Hee that deſires grace, 
| and ſtrength againſt ſinfull lufts & temptation, 
and yet is remiſle in the uſe of the meanes, by 
which grace ſhouldbecincreaſed, and ſtrengrh 
eained,. to reſiſt thoſe corruprions and tempta- 
tions, certainely his.defires.axe but vaine: and 
empty defires, ' oo. 12 $6107400 | 
Beſides, it" isan argament that wee truſt not | Re afor, 25 |. 
inGod, that wee make no accomprt of our ; Elſeitica | 
prayers, except wee be diligent inthe uſe ofthe | _—_ - 
meanes, therefore weeare farre from cxcluding | 
them, for, if you ſeeke to:G'o py , andvtruſt | 
toyour prayers, and thinke that they will-pre- | 
valle with him, itwillworke this effe&, that 
ou will be carefull toufe ſuch meanes, as Gov | 
nt | ath ordainedto bring the thing to paſſe, 'Even| ..,, * | 
| as, if a man ſeeke to a Phyſician, to ſucha Phy- | Similee. : | | 
 fieian as hee'truſts to, into: whoſe hands hee | ''* © | 
| would purhis life ; when this: Phyfician'pre:- ' 
{cribes fuch a courſe , ſach-a'dyet, and-ſuch'a 
thing to bee taken at ſachatinie\, themHxre he 
| reſts upon the Phhſieian, the more catefull hee 


will bee toobſerve bis petenrnng and rules: 
4 & And ſo; in this cafe; the v 


— a ——_— 


| 


| 


e mOr&youteſt Oh'Gol}. 
the morecatefirf] you wifbeto uſe ſueh riidarits 
as hee hath' appointed, when hee bathi Taidy | - -- | 
rbeſe ah&theſemeanes att ro bet tiſed;” Kachis|  '<* © Fa 
bei I fay, it is a figne your prayers afetnore | | 
| es _ 
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OY eaenmmmnnnnnm een ee tea remom—— _ — 
ro purpoſe , when you are diligent in the uſe of 
them , when you dare not fleight mor negle& | 
; them. iy, 
© | Roeſor, 3. Againe, you muſt confider this, that when we 
4 Irixcharwes | pray. at any time, wee doe not pray to have a- 
2 Lanka ny thing done without meanes , but wee pray to 
have a bleffing upon the megnes ; and, if we pray 
for a bleſſing upon the meanes, our minde is not 
that they ſhould be omitted : for, you know, God 
doth all things by ſecond cauſes, he ſaves us nor 
C- : ay thar B, hee qo us | inſtru- 
ments, bee doth: every thing by men, by crea- 
| tures, and by mcanes ; and the end ofour prayers 
is, not to have them done without meanes, bur to 
haves blefling powred downe upon them. But 
that which is chicfly robe obſerved tocleere this 
point te you is this ; "That prayer is not the onely 
meanes, -—_—_— ofthe meanes to bring any 
ya. perm ama 4 wt 

B am twwothingsto coffe & a bufineſſe, that 
is, prayer and meanes both; we doe not ſay pray- 
er & the onely meanes, indcede, then theother 
were :gxeluded ;. bur ſince it is bur a part, and 
| theother makes up:the totall meanes of bring- 

ing any thing ro,paſſe, ir doth-porexclude them, 
bur they mey be. both joynod together, prayer 
and the uſe of the meancs; This is cnough to | 


1-2 thq-we may uſe mrapps,wemay;pray,and | 
God, 
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: OUT, hend-va Ahe-iP] wocmay ſceke co 


KW < 
>| Caurione a- - 


Þourthe uſe of : 


| ,, and diligear, and as diligent as any b>dy 
the meanes. | elſe, -Bur'now theſethree Cautions are tobe ob- 
| frayed; CS IV Tr fs JIJ - l . . F 35081 BV.4 
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The firſt is, Thar, ifweedoe uſe meanes, free Cantion 
ſhoulduſethoſe char are right , for if you truſt | Wee wuk vie | 
| God, anddepend upon him, you will not ſteppe | "186+ means, | | 
out to: anyfinardinate meanes , nor uſe lawtull 11] 
' meanes in ab inordinate manner : If you doe fo, 
it is an argutwent-that your prayers are of no 
value in your owne efteeme, for you doe not reſt 
on G 01, whic|t if you did , you would never 
uſe any other meanes ,/ than hee hath appoin- 
ted. ? 

Secondly, thoug you uſe the meanes, and | Caution 2. |: 
pray both, yet you muſt ſo uſe the meanes and | Nor truſt the ,| * 
prayer bath,as thar your confidencereſts nor only | Tre | 
rhereupon:for it is onething to uſe the meanes, 8: 
it. is another thing to have confidence in them, | 
And therfore we ſay to you in this caſe, thar you | 
muſt doe as he that uſeth the light of the Sun, he | Simile. 
ſouſeth the light,as that be hath an cye upon the 
Sun,from whom edacs;for he knowe® 
that ifthe Sun were ſet;rheYght would be gone, So 
Or as hethat takes waterin « Ciſterbe, or River, | S;mils, * 
he ſotakes it, as thathee hathaneye tothe Foun- —_— 
taine, hee knowes if the Fountaine were ſtop- | 
ped, the River would bee quickly dryed up:. So 
you ſhould thinke with your ſelves, if I ufc any 
meanes, any creature, any inſtrument to bring 
things to paſſe, mine cye muſt beeapon Gadi, for - 
all the helpe that we have from the creaturepit is \ | 
but as a bearne tothe helpe thatcomes from @# "1 
himſclfe, And therefore you muſt doe-inthis | 
caſe, as Phyſicians are wont ro-doe, they pat. ma- | 
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ay ingredients into a thing,” but it is one pr 
HEMFERt:. = 


— Rs ——_— wth. 4 ” "I—_ — —— 


- Si 


—_—__—_n—__——— 
Ya 


T 96 I The Saints daily Exerciſe. A mY 


| palfingredient, amongſ the reſt, that he makes | 
-. acconnt will cure thediſeaſe.Sodoein this caſe, 
make uſe,both of praier,&of the meanes, yet you 
muſt know, that neither prayer nor the meanes 
| are the principall efteQer of the thing, but the 
| principall meanes, indeed wherein your confi- 
| dence 15 to be,is God thatdoth bring every thing 
topaſſe: There is no good in the City, nor no 
evill, but he doth it, youknowhee takes all to 
himſelfe. All the meanes, by which good and 
ilf is conveyed toyou, doe not doe the thing , 
they are but the vehicula, they arc but the inftru- 
ments ; as the Beereand the Vine wherein the 
Phyficke is taken, but it is the .Phyficke and 
the medicine that cures ; So all the meanes! 
cannot doe it, it is the helpe and the power} 
of Gov, the efficacy that comes from him, 
that brings things to paſſe ; therefore chat muſt 
Bee remembred, uſe the meanes continually, 
but with dependance upon G oÞ> , with an eye 
npon him, let not your hearts reft upon them 
_ : for, ifthey doe, it is an inordinate uſe of 
1 them. | 
| | Cantion Z« Laſtly, you muſt rake heed of ſticking in any 
z | dnt particular meanes; for if you doe, it isa figne 
| gmeaness, | that you truſtnot G o y as you ought todoe. It 
2 is a fauk commonly,we pitch upon ſucha partt- 
f | cularway,andwe thinke that muſt doe it, or no- 
] thing. Now tf God be truſted too, he hath more 
waies tothe wood thanone, be hath more means 
to bring a thing to paſſe than one: And therfore 
"p muſt leave it to him,who often doth it "eſe 
= | oF: 
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by another meanes than wedreamed of, As'for 
cxample, David had a promiſe ofthe Kingdome; 
Now, when he had the Kingdome of 7udah, yer 
you know, the Kingdome ot 7ſrael ſtood out : for 
!ſhboſbeth had the Kingdome, and Abner was his 
chiele Caprtaine: beſides,in his comming into his 
Kingdome of Iudah, we {ce how God wrought the 
buſinefſe, without his device, by a meanes thar 
he never thought of, in that bartell, when $S4x/ 
was killed, and ſo many of his ſonnes, there was 
ſo much way made for him, when himſelfe uſed 
no meanes to bring it to paſſe, Afterward when 
the Kingdome of ſ7ael was kept from him, and 
he had onely 7udah, we ſee, God cauſed divifion 
between /ſbboſherh, and Abner his chiefe Caprain, 
upon that comes Abner, and offers to David the 
whole Kingdome, but yet he was but a reconci- 
led enemy ,z and what Abner might have done, 
he knew nor. Therefore, '6edby his providence, 
(though 7eab finnedin it) cauſed _1bney tobe ta- 
ken away by 10ab : when this was done, yet ſh. 
boſbeth was alive ſtill ; then were there two men 
ſet by the providence of God, '(though it werea 
orcat finne in them) to takeaway his head, and 
!o the Kingdome: came: wholly to David: for, 
there were buc'two ſorties, Aephibeſherh , that 
was lame of his feet, and Zſhboſhtth that was lame 
in his minde, a weake thafn, tmable a 
ſo great and weighty a buſineſle to purpoſe: So |. 
God broughg che buſineſſe to'paſſe by a way that 

David thought not 6f; Therefore, thonght wee | 
may.ule meanes, Yer, after the uſe of theny, wee 
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' Wee arc more 
-aprt to truſt 
men than. 


| God. 


Caſe 3: 

" Abourpraying 
+ | tn faith, when 
> | a-man wants 2 
”  Þ particular pro- 


- TÞ thipg whichhe 
- '4 asketh ſhall be 
- granted. 


Ira 
Chow can, I p: 
| 1; ab bee guided in ſach abuſineſſe, to have 


muſt de 


take one meanes, or other, VVe muſt doe in this 
caſe, as we doe when.we goe toa man that isve- 


ry skilfull to doe a worke for us : If wee goe toa 


Carpenter, andtell him we have ſuch athivg to 


. | bedone; or, it wegoeto thoſe that we call 4qua- 


rioli, that brivg water from placeto place, we tell 
him, this is.our defire, but how he will worke, 


and which way he will bring it to paſſe, we know 


not,and yet we truſt ſuch an one , for we ſay, He 
is an honeſt man of his word, andif hee have un- 


dertaken it, it is enough: VVhy then will you nor 
truſt God, that goes ſo much beyond us, that hath 


an infinite wiſdome, and an infinite power > And 
therefore let us all ſouſe the meanes, that with- 
allwe kecepe our dependance upon him, that wee 
leaveitto him, to uſe.th.is or that mcanes as it 
pleaſeth him for ſometimes, it may be,hetakes 
away that which wee are about, ſometimes: hee 
leaves us partly deſtitute, and findes a way of his 


 owne, that we might truſt to him, andbee conki- 


dent of his power and wiſdome, inthat he is able 


2 
4 
. 
i 


pend upon God, and leave it to God, to 


to doc the thing,wee-defire.. So much likewiſe 


ſhall ſerve for this Caſe. 

Another.Caſe is, Vhart it is to pray in faith > 
You know that is required. Now there is acom- 
mon errour inthis point : for a man may ſay, ItI 

for the ſalvation of another, I have nopro- 
pray. in fauth > VVhen a man 


ſuch an enterprize to-bee brought ro:paſle, .to 


have deliverance from.ſuch atrouble, ſuch aſick- 
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red co belceve that thar 


neſle, from ſuch a calamity, that hee lies under, 
he findes no particular promiſe, and for ought he 
knowes, it ſhall never bee granted : How can hee 
then be ſaid topray in faith 2 For, to pray in faith 
is to heleeve thatthe thing we pray for ſhall bee 
brought to paſſe and accompliſhed. 
I anſwer, that co pray in faith, is to goe as farre 
as the promife goes. Now no particular man hath 


| any particular promiſe, that he ſhall have ſuch a 


deliverance, that he ſhall have ſuch a particular 
mercy granted him ; and therefore it is not requi- 
particular thing ſhould 


bedone. 

But you will ſay, Whar faith is it then that is 
required > 

I fay, itis enough to beleeve that Gop is a 
Father, that hce is ready to heare, and not one» 
ly that hee is ready to heare, but that hee is rea- 
dy to doe that which is beſt for mee, in ſuch « 
particular : for both are required, that you be- 


leeve him to bee well affeed towards you, as 


a Father, as one that tenders your good; and 
not onely ſo, but that hee will doe that, in thac 
particular, that ſhall beemoſt for his owne glo- 
ry, and for your good : and, if you doe ſo, you 


pray in faith 5 though ( for the particular) you 


know not, whether it ſhall be granted or no. In- 
that it ſhould not raine,&c. in that caſe, we were 


that, wee are not tycd unto it : for the” 
miſe is the obj of faith, andthe 
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deed, if we had a particular promiſe, as Elias had, | 
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bound to beleeve in particular, bur not having 
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Wee are not 
boupd to be- 
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granted which |. 
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not to worke beyond the obje&' for the ob jet 


may pray -in-fairh, when;yet you have no ground 
to belceve, and to thinke, that that particular 
ching ſhould bee granted. For example, if a 
father pray , that his ſonne , may have .grace 
wrought in his heart, that his ſoule mayibee ſa- 
ved, it may beethe Loxv will neverdoe'its or, 
if one friend pray for another tothe ſame purpoſe, 
chough the thing be notdane, yet the: prayer re- 
tuxnes;into. his :boſome,, hee 1s. no. loſer by it, 


 there/is areward: belongs; to him, tor ſeeking to. 


Ged in fincerity, it is his duty,that hee ſhould doe. 
ſo. The like I may ſay for every other particular 
caſe. And rhis encouragement you may-have,that 


- | there is oxverany-particular prayes putup;wher- 


in you ſeeke things that are not granted, bur you 
miſtake in itz, for, if you beleeve thus4arre, as I 
{aid to you, bee. ſure-that your.prayers are accep- 
ted, Go p willdee that. which 15 beſt for you, 
and your prayers ſhall'not beloft, So much alſo 
for that, | 

The laſt caſe. is, How ſhall a man know whe- 
ther his Prayer be heard or not ? eelcyhclet | 
\ For anſwer to this wee will give you this one 
rule, (and that is as farre as wee can goe) Thar 
thoſe prayers that are made bythe afliftance of 
Gods haly Spiriz,Iit is certaine, they are alwayes 
' heard; +: it: you fihde that at any. time, you need 
make no- queſtion, but that God heares it, and 
| will doe the thing, obſerving the Cautions that 
| wee: have given you heretofore, that. is, for the 
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muſt be carefully remembred; you may be ſome. 


meancs, the manner, the time, and the meaſure : 

for it cannot be, but that when the heart is jnlar- 
ged by Go ps owne Spirit,and the prayer isan 
expreſſion of holy defires, the Lox» alwayes 
heares. That place is cleare for it, Rew,8.27.that 
Hee knowes the meaning of the Spirit : that is, he 
knowes it, that hee hearkeneth to it, thathee al- 
wayes accepts of it : andtherefore, when you 
come in ſuch a caſe at any time, that your hearts 
are inlarged ina ſpeciall manner : Marke,I ſay, 
when your heartsare inlarged ina ſpeciallman- 
ner, and that,with holy deſires, certainely, then 
G © » meanes to grant our requeſts : hee would 
not ſend his Spirit robe an interceſfſor in your 
hearrs,if hee did not meane tadec it : for,on the 
contrary, he withholds his ſpirithe gives us not | 
that inlargement of heart. Only this diftin@ion 


time very earneſt, (the parent may be very car. 
neſt for his child,as David was for his;and Afoſes 
for ought we ſee, was earneft to have gone into 
the Land of Cazazn, they were things that they 
defired) and yetthat may be an expreſſion of na- 
curall defires. In which caſe a man may bee very 
earneſt; and yet he cannor build upon it, to ſay, 
my heart is much inlarged in prayer, and there- 
fore I ſhall be heard. | 

But obſerve this, when the heart is inlarged 
with holy deſires, and that ina fpeciall manner, 
ſomewhar more than ordinary, as that, youle 
itis thewyrke of the ſpiritof Gov, quid 
your hea thai 


: o 
» 


= 4 


- 
(yd 14 


ts. 


_ — 


61. F -. . © *. 
rt, opening it revpthning and} ?** 
b : » = as.” $Þþ 4 

. : pe »\ + - 


” 
= 
of 


« , 44 
: * en +. - 39. > 


- - I 

C . mY ” Sf _ " 

4 "= 7" a © "WW —_ o + 
DoS EINER. REY AC 
s a wr <I> Ro od ' =>, . 4; wo” 5 , 

A P 8 TWP=>. - 1 " 4 ” » _ 
a. o AS Wi. = = « 


we 
_ S Et x 
" : v__ 


Row. 8. 27, 


When God {| 
will grane our } 
prayers, and. 


: * 
©" 452, 0 Ph een; 


"+ 


.- 
th. 
_ 


I a "I 


The Saints daily E xerciſe. 


6 * OCT 


- +! * ” - 
p_, ” _ 


1 
; 1 Qualifications 
«ix 1 _ 157935 pg 
required in 

| 6.9 ayer 

.} that ſhall bee 


* x Is (ations 
{3 Tharthe per- 
#.1 ſon be right, 
$7 James $16. 

_ (-} 

{© Becauſe a man 
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* | Chriſt, before 
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 - } particular... 


inlarging it; and ſharpening grace and holineſſe 


4 , he h 4 . . . . =, . » 
Bs things elſ{e,if we have not him,it is nothing: A/? 


| his promiſes (you know) are yea ard Amen,but it is 
inhim, ſothat we.muſt firfthavehim:. | 


in you, in thoſe requeſts you putup toGedin this 
caſe;build upon it;for you may be ſure your prai- 
ers are heard from that ground wee-even now 
gave you, Hee knowes the meaning of the ſpirit, So | 
much ſhall. ſerve forthoſe Caſes of Conſcience; 
in this ſpirituall duty of calling upon God, 
Now the laſt thing we propounded was this : 
Whar thequalification is that is required in our] 
prayers: for fincewe have faid ſo-much of pray- 
er, itis/a neceſſary thing that wee know what} 
conditions arg requirggy that it may beeaccep- 
table. YT 160, 

And the firſfi(wvewilltommend to youhich 
is the ground,and firſt in order beforeal the reſt) 
is, that the perſonpe 

doth prevaite much, Tamer 5,16. 

Theground of it is this; aman muſt firſt have\ 
Chriſt before he:can haveany.thing elſe, He hath: 
given ms all things elſe nith Chriſt - If wee have all 


And beſides, the generall Covenant nuſtgoe 


rieht.The prayer of the righteons| 


before the particular:for the ground ofall praicr| 


is this orthat particular promiſe, butyou muſt 
firſt be within the.Covenanr;you muſt firſt have 
{the generall Covenant belonging toyou,before 
you can hayvetFeparticular branchesoficg&tÞer- 
foreamanmuſt bewithinthe corenirt;hisperſon 
{muſt be firft righteous before he bearcepred: & 


"an ronedeecive himſclfe in thisoaſe,to 
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| fine is better than the other, yet the blood of 


! makes that the _— why his prayers ſhould 


Thinke thus with himſelte, he hopes his heart is| 


ſincere, and his = right, and his ends are 

o0d;for though all this weretrue, yet if his per- 
- be not right, G o p regards it not, You knoxy 
the blood ofa ſheepe, and the blood of a ſwine, 
they are both alike, it may beethe blood of the 


the ſwine was not to be offered , becauſe it was 
the blood of a ſwine. Soin this caſe,the prajerof 
an unregenerate man may beas well framed, for 
thepetirions,for every thing that is requiredim- 
mediately to a praier;bytthe heart from whence 
ircomes, the perſon, from whefice it proceeds, 
that is it that makes the difference:lert this rhere- 
fore be chiefly obſerved;that the perſon be right. 
And therefore you ſhall finde, Pſal. 4.3. David 


be heard: ſaith he, Begee fure that God bath choſen 
for himſelfe the godly man's And mhen I call upon hins 
1 ſhall be heard. For that is the ground that hee 
takes to himſelfe,why he ſhall be heard,becauſe} 
God hath choſen to himfelfe the godly man. As 
if heſhould ſay;Tamofthe'number ofthe godly, 
and therfore you thatare my cel aad think 
to prevaile againſt me,l feare you nor,forlT pray 
to a God that will defend 'mey Iam he anc man, 
2nd upon that ground I belecve: that tmy prayer 
is heard, Beleted;)otherwife :though wee pray, 


and pray hard ; yet-Our finties-ery lowder than 


make a greater noiſethahithey;forthe noiſethar. 


our prayers, they cry downe.our prayers, they | 


| out ſinnes makeis like the noyſc ofa Thunder; | 
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"1. Remove par- 
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|whenthe noiſe ofour praiers is but likethe crack- 


*| Thus it is,inthiscaſe,yhen we come before God 
tn our fins, whena man comes into his preſence 


-| and this likewiſe is ground-ofthac '1 Tim, 2.8; 
| Gith the Apoſtle there ; 7 will; that prajers bee 
. | wade inallylaces, than you lift up | 


ling of thornes, which cannot be heard for the 
noiſe that ſinne makes in theeares of the Lord. 


in his unregeneracy. 

But this 1s not all, for certaine it is,a man that 
ts within the Covenant, may have a particular 
ſinne, (as you heard heretofore) that may inter- | 
cepthis praiers,and that mayhinder the blefling: 
ſo that, that finne muſt be removed, before his 
rayers can be heard. Itis true, The Senne abides 
12 the houſe for ever, but yet the ſon may commir 
ſuch an offence, that his father may uſe him as a 
ſervant, hee may deny his requeſts, and refuſe 
them, when hee comes to-ſecke any thing at his 
hands; And therefore, there:muſt bea particular 
reconciliation,apanticular repentance;that ſinne 
muſt be mana and doneaway, that ſtands in 
theway. This wasthe method theSaints alwaies 
havekept incallingupon God : See it in Daniel, 
aud Exrs; allofthem, for 'the moſtpart abc 
they make anyeompleat prayeryee ſee;ſtillthey 
begin wladbmilietion = confeſſion of dns. 
And thercaſen of it is, that their perſons might 
bee cleare and indocent;thatthoſe ſinnes might 
beremaved; which-wrauld ſtand in theirway ; | 


up pure hands without 
#r4th; and: doubting 2''Thre meaning is'this; not 


 onglythata man beewithin the Covenanr, bur 
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that he be cleanſed from all particular fins, that 
' mightcleave tohim,. and hang upon him, As 
for example,when thou wouldeſt be accepted of 
| God, if there doe any particular {11 hang oli thee,. 
that muft bee removed by renewing thy repen- 
rance., And beſides that, ſee what the Scripture 
| takes notice of, when a man comes to pray, his 
heart muſt be cleanſed from pride (for God reſiſts 
the proud ): his heart muſt be brought to an hum- 
ble diſpoſition; likewiſe it muſt be clenſed from 
wrath, hee muſt /ift up pure hands without wrath ; 
which is oft requiredg Mat.5.Leave thine offering, 
and goe and make mo” with thy brother, So likewiſe 


cepred,exeept we be thankfull for mercies recei- 
ved. The like wee may ſay of _ particular 
finne , wee muſt be carefull tocleanſe our ſelves: 
from all ſinfull luſts,and corrupt affte&ions, that 
theyhavenor dominionin our hearts; but thar 
we lift up purchearts, and innocent hands. And 
this is the firſt thing that is required, that the 
perſon be _ . that is, notonely that hee bee 
within theCovenant,but likewiſe that thoſe pat- 
ticular ſinnes be removed, that may bean impe- 
diment tohis prayers. 

The ſecond thing required is Faith, Lift wp 
| pure hands without wrath and doubting... You know 
that in James, Let him that nanteth wiſedome acke of 
Ged, let him aske in faith, and waver not. 'So that 
though prayer bethe key roopen Gods treaſures, 
yet faitHis the hand rhat turnes 


| 


from unthankefulneſſe, our prayers arenot ac- | 


the keywithour] 
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| Now the Lord requires faith, partly, forhis : 

owne ſake, he ſhould not atherwite be acknow- 
ledged, if you did nottruſthim,when you come 
to Sek him, if youdid notreſt upon him, Be- 
ſides he ſhould loſe his glory; forin this we glo- 
rify him whenwe truſt im, and weediſhonour 
him whenwe diſtruſt him ; when wee come and 
ſecke to him, and doe not reſt upon him,we diſ- 
honourhim., 

Beſides, in regard of us he requires faith, and 
will not heare us without it ; becauſe, as it is 
Tames 1, 6, inthe ſame place, where faith is re- 
quired, there is goodreaſon uo it is required; 
for ſaith the Apoſtle there, He that beleeves not,or 
he that navers, hee ts like a wave of the Sea: that is, 
ſometimes in his prayer hee is very'carneſt, as a 
wave that ſivels high ; ſomerimes againe he will 


only uneven in the bufines of prayer, ſometimes 
earneſt and forward, and ſomerimes giving over 
again,offand on,butſucha man'is unſtable in al 
his wayes; forhethartraſts in Ged, will be care- 
full,nor in pray cronly,but tokeep all his waics 
| right; butherhattrufts him not;wavers in cvery 
| thing : he is (it may be)diligent-inprater,he wil 
looketo his wayes for a time buthic reſts got up- 
on God, he reſts upon other things, Hee is like a 
wave, heis not conſtant:ahd therefore faith is re- 
| quired. Now whenTay faith isrequired, know 
this,thatthere is adouble faithrequired : 


es | The one is a faith in the providente'of Ged, th 
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.otheris a faith in his promiſe, - 
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FE: Fir, L ſay,faith in Gods providence (which is a, 
it.) Ve ſec itcleerely, Pfal.246. Bleed ir he t 


earth, and the ſea, who keepes covenant, and mercy foy 
ever; you {ce faith there required inthe provi- 
der.cc, He made heaten and earth,the ſea, he is ſuch 
a God whois able to bring great things to paſſe; 
for he made heaven andearth :and = not able 
to doe any thing beſides > | 
Secondly,there muſt be a faith in his promiſes, 
which is expreſfed inthe next words, He keepeth 
Covenant for ever. Solikewiſe tocxpreſſe the de- 
fe of it : You ſee when Martha and Mary eame 
to Chriſt toxaiſe Lazarm, they belceved he was 
ready o_- doe it (there was faith in his 
willipgneſſc)but they wanted faith in his provi- 
derce, for Martha cotnes tohim, and tells him, 
Lord, ſaith ſhe, Hee hath beexe in the grave fonre 
dayes z as if ſhe had ſaid, ſurely now it cannot be 
done, if thou badft come ſooner, it might have 
been brought to paſſe: ſo ſhe beleeved him to be 
willing,but therewanted faith inthe providence. 
Aegaine, as bere faith in the providence was 
wanting , ſowe ſee, inthe Leper,therewas faith 
in theprovidence (it may be,the other was wan- 


| 


ting, but that is notexpreſſed, it is more proba- 
ble hee had both) Lord, if thou wilt, thow'can 
wake menhbole : Here was anevidence of faith in| 


the-providence, beacknowledgeth his power,if | 
thou wilt, thou canſt make me whole : butbe uſe” 


(Chriit $4 fulbill hisdefire,irisis likely bi 


——_. cw_ww_@ aa j—_ 4.4. ii th. aS 3 * o CY ” £. LO T 


tn. 


þ 


thing of much moment, and we are aptto w__ | Faith inGods 


at \ providence. 
truſts-in the God of [acob, &c. who made heaven, and | © *+ 146-56] 
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faith in the promiſe r00, fo, Ilay, there muſt be 
a faith, firſt, in the providence ; ſecondly, there 
muſt bee a faith alſo in the promiſe of God: you 
have ground cnough for that, you have his ſure 
word for it, hec bath ſaid, Aske and you ſhall have, | 
ſeeke and yee ſhallfinde, knocke and it ſhall bee opened 
ro you ; and whatſoever you aske, if it bee according 
| rohis mill it ſhall be done to y0u SOthat is the thing 
weeare chicfly to looke unto, to confider this | 
faith in Gods promiſe ; for men ate ready to ſay, | 
I doubt net but God is able, bur all the queſtion 
8: | is,whether he be willing ot no. And therefore, if 
+. | We Will have our praiers ftrong,and prevalent,we 
#| raſh dee carefull ro ſtrengthen our fairh in his 
iſe :for,as that is frong,fo our prayers doe 

more prevaile with God, It 1s matter of much 
moment, and therefore we will ſhew briefly how 
your faith may be ſtrengrbned,and likewiſe how 
you may know 1t. 

Firſt, you ſhall ſtrengrhen your faith, if you 
. | conſider the nature of Go ». Beloved, this is a 
* | great cauſe why wee beleeve not the promiſe of 
God and his readineffe to helpe us indifficult ca- 
ſes, becauſe wee are ignorant ofthe Nature of 
God, of the Attributes of God; orar leaſt, we doe 
not conſider them. For example, (that I may o- 
pen-it to you a little, and ſhew you theway of 
making uſe of the Attributes of God, incalling 
upon him,8: ſtrengthning our faith from them) 
| conſider, firſt, the I»ftice of God, (Twill give you 
e tes, how the Saints haveſtil ſtrengrhned 
 theirfaich fro Gods Attributes) David uſeth this | 
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Argument; Lerd,cbow art Inft,1 am Innecent:when 
!he relleth-Godof his Iuſtice, and withall expreſ-| 
iſerh his owne Innocencie, it'is a ſtrong Argu- | 
'ment. David, you ſee, uſethit ofr, (I need nor ro | 
{name particulars) Lord,reward me according to mine 

nnocencie, (7c. thou knoweſt 1 am righteows, and 

ine engmies have done me thus and thus much 
iwrong, and chog art juft : God cannor deny this , 
for it is a ſtrong ' Argument, that is taken from 
ſuchan Artribute. 
i  Soagaine, the goodneſſtof God , Loyd, thou art k Mercy. 
full of mercie z on the other fide, 1 am full of miſe-. 
rie: and when theſe are put together, it is a great | 
\meanes to-ftrengthen our faith. And therefore, 
wee ſee, Dawid often expreſſeth his owne: ea- 
lamity , his diſeaſe, how hee: was oppreſſed by 
cncmies, and flandered, 8c. and Gods mercie, 
(that is the ground of it) God s fall of compaſſion: 
as if he ſhouldſay, thouartfull of goodneffe, and | 
lam in calamity, and mifſerie, at this time : and 
that was an Argument whereby he ſtrengrhened | 
his faith. - | 
So againe , another Attribute of Ged is ; his | 3+ Glory: 
glory: whenwe make the Argument thus, Lord, 
thou haſt an cye to thy glory, and I aime at thy 
glory : In ſuch a requeſt, it1s a ſtropg prevailing 
Argument with him. You know, Moſer prevai- 
led with him, when he ſought theſaving of rhe 
whole people of 1ſrael, Lord, ſaith he: thy name 
will be polluted, what will the Heathen ſage And fince 
I aime at thy glory in it; deny re nor. Agd like- 
wiſe Ezekias, and/David, they uſe the ſame Ar- 
+ Rs [on CE} 
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gument to God, ſball the duſt praiſe thee 2 ſhall any | 
glory be giventothee in the grave ? ſhall weebe | 
able rodoe any thing for thy honour , when wee | 
| aredead > Sothat the Arguments thart are taken | 
from Gods glory,and our aime at his glory, is ano- | 
p | ther meanes to ftrengrhen our faith. 

Favors, | Moreover, thepowerof G o », thatisanother 
Attribute, whereby wee may conceive the ſame; 
Argument, (as I ſaid before, ) when wee goe to 
God, andexpreſſc our weakeneſle, and his power, | 
Lord, wc are weake, we are able ro doc nothing ; | 
Lord, thou art Almighty,thou mad'ſt heaven aud 
earth, it isa ſtrong argument to prevaile with 
{2 Crow 14413, | RM. So, we ſer, {ſe prevailed with God, 2 Chr. 
| 14. Oh Lord, faith he, it & all one withthee co helpe| 
with many, or few, and we reſt upon thee : as ifhe | 
ſhould ſay; We arc exceeding tew,weare excce-| 
dipg weake, we are able to doe nothing, bur thou | 
artable to do it,with a few,az well as with a great 
multitude; there he puts them together, And the 
like we have of /choſephar, Lord,we have no ſtrength 
to flandbefore our enemies, but our eyes are tothee: 
| As ifhe ſhould ſay,thou haſt trengch and power 
 cnough, thouart able co doe ir,though we are vn- 
able. This is another Argument taken fromthe 
power of God. 

| Againe, the anchexgeableneſſeof God. When 
one comes to the Lord, (hall ſay to him, 
| Lord, thou haſt done thus and thus in fornder 
1times for thy ſervants, Zord, thou haitdone thus 
and thus for me,in anothercaſe, and thou art un- 
 changeable,thou artthe'ſame God: chis is a grear 
- Wer * meanes | 
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it is in your Law-ſvits, when yon have a prefi- 
dent, it addes ſtrength to the cauſe, ſo when wee 
- have preſidents for this, it will adde ſtrength to 
us,and that ſtrength is taken fromGods unchange- 
ableneſle : if we put them together, Lord, thou 
art unchangeable,Zord,thou haſt-done it to other 
| men in the like caſe ; thou haſt done it to mealſo 
inthe like caſe : It is a ſtrong Argument, andan 
Argument that Daviduſeth , youſec how hee is 
ſtayedup by ir, Pſal.22.4. Lord,our fathers truſted 


were not confounded. As it he ſhould ſay, Lord,thou 
art unchangeable,thou heardeſt them in the ſame 
caſe when they truſted in thee;now, it is my caſe, 
and therefore I beſeech thee to helpe mee in my 


; Aiſtrefle. | 
Againc, the fjzbfulnefſe of God, the fideliry of 


God, that is another of his Attributes: and when 
wee make our Argument thus, Lord, thou arr 
fairhſull, and I truſt in thee ; itis a ſtrong Argu- 
| ment, for you know, it isan Argument that pre- 
vailes much with menza man is ready to ſay, hee 
truſts me, I muſt not deceive him:Much more the 
L ox p- keepes Covenant, and mercy for ever. 
Vhen wee come,and uſe this to him, Zerd, thou 
art faithſull, thou haft ſaid,-thou wilt keepe Co- 
venant and mercy for ever, thou canit not doe 0- 
therwile, it is thy nature, thou canſt got deny thy 
ſelic,and I.reſt on thee, I dependon thee, in fuch 


It a man-will not faile one that truſts in him, . 


FE 


' meanes to ſtrengthen our faith, As you know, | 


in thee, and were delivered, they ns in thee, and. 


a caſe, it. cannot bee the Zord ſhould faile us: | 


| Pſal. 33, 4 
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' ] Arguments in 
” 4 

| prayer treng- 
” 1 then our fair 


certainely che Zord will not, and that is an Argu- 
ment that is uſed ofc, thou never faileſt chem thar 
truſt thee. 

RE hetes, Then, beſides theabſolute Attributes of 60d, 


conſider his relative Attributes; he 13 a Father,and- 
a Maſter: It is a ſtrong Argument that is taken 
from theſe. If we goetothe Lord, and lay, Lord, 
thou art a Father, thou art a Maſter, thou art an | 
husband ; Whither ſhould the children goe, bur { 
to their father? Whither ſhould the wite goe,bur 
to her Husband >. Whither ſhould the ſervants 
goe, but. to their Maſter, to their Lord? Lord, 
thou haſt commanded us to provide for our: 
owne, and He worſe than an Infidelt that provides 
not for bis owne : Lord, we belong to thee, wee arc 
thine. We ſee, Daviduſerh this Argument, that 
God had madehim. You have it oft in the ®ſalmes, 
that God had made him, not onely his Creature, | 
but had made him againe, hee was his fervant;, 
1 am thy ſervant : hee uſeth oft this Relative,, 
thatG o Þ wasb& G ©», and that he was G op s 
ſervant, one that did belong to him, and that 
did depend gponhim. And ſurely (my Beloved) 
dependance,and ſceking ro God, is a great meanes 
to winne him to-us. Vhen wee {ce another de- 
pend upon us, aid lookes after no body elſe, that 
15aneffeuall motivewith men : the ſame is as 
prevalent with God; and therfore may ſtrengthen 
our fairh. Now, when I fay theſe Arguments | 
prevaile with G 0», the meaning is indeed, that 
they prevaile with us, -they ſtrengthery onr faith, 
they enable us tobelceve, that Gop i ſy co 
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helpe us, and when wee beleeve it, and truſt up- 
on him, then indeed G op is ready to ſecond 
it ; becauſe then wee are prepared, wee canthen 
| put up our defires in the _—_ of faith ; other- 
wiſe they are put upwith doubting , and that 
makes them unacceptable to Gov, and uneffe- | 
| Ruall. And, now as I have ſhewed you the way, 
{o likewiſe in a word, we will ſhew you whenwe 
doe pray in faith (for thatis a thing thatis very 
uſe ull)you ſhall know it by this(for1 addethart: 
becauſe I ſee the Scriptures reqaires it,as ſucha 
mainecondition,without which aman canotbe| 
| accepted, Bee ir done to thee according to thy faith , 
it is every where inculcated)you ſhall know it, I 
fay,by the quietnefſe of your mind,and your fe- 
carity, VVhena mancalls upenGop, and his 
mind is quiet in it, itis a ſigne that he beleeves, 
and truſts in him, it is a prayer of faith. Hannah, | 
you know, in that caſe, lobed no more fad, be- | mind afrete 
| gauſe ſhetruſted in God, ſhee beleeved the thing 
ſhould be done and reſted therein: andtherfore | 
if you finde ſolicitude and perplexity in your | 
mind,it is a figne that your praiers want ſo much 
faith, for if you did reſt upon Ged, you would be 
quiet, and fecure in him. oO 
Secondly, if you doe beleeve, you will conti- 2 
nuc in prayer. You know, it was an argument of | Þy continu. 4 | 
the faith of the woman of Canean,that ſhe conti- | *"T Fran} 
nued,that ſhe would take nodeniall;though the 
Lord did not grant her requeſt,but put her off, yer 
ſhe held out: &what was the reaſon of it?becauſe 
 ſhebeleeved that he was a ſan of D avid,thathe 
I 2 £2 Wb Was 
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"| was merciful, \-and that hee woutd heare in the 

end... So. thac continuancein prayer isanargu- 

-ment we doe belecye thee Lord, As a man that be- 
leeves, ſuckia nan is within rhe houſe whom he 
defires to fpeake with,is content towait long for 
him: Or he, that bath a ſui ir, and knowes that he 
. [ſhall have anend of itat ſuch arime, he will ne- 
vergiveover till it bee effe&ed: So ir is inthis 
caſe,ifwe beleevezve will be content ro wait, He 
that beleever will nor make hafte, becauſe hee cruſts 
in G o», and depends upen him. | 
Laſtly,a diligent uſe of thoſe meanes that God| 
bach'preſcribed, and no other, is a great argu- 


tent that our prayer is with faith. And thus we 
have: chewed you' the two things thar are reqi- 


red inpra +firft;that cieperſon muſt be ti Br 

| eons, andwithinthe Covenant ; fecondly, 

"*, [there twmuſt beoa beleeyi in GM» a5atfe dow 
* -$his@irksis wrought when bis: Wants ence, - 
'and{it his ond. \ abd likewiſe hb 
; we ſhall nc. whetherour ptay- 

onhoriſ {ora of andy” 
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Pro comvinually. 


zHE next condition required in 
prayer is fervency; you know the 
place, The prayer of the righteous 4- 
waileth won if it bee fervent. The 
Lordrequires this qualification.in 
prayer, becauſe ir puts the heart into a holy | 
and ſpirituall diſpoſition : for it is not fimply 
the making of the requeſt, that Gedlaokes forat 
our hands, but ſacha working upon ourhearts 
by praier,ſuch a bringing of the toa >agoodl frame! 
of race, by that duty, _ thereby war: 
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fitted to receivethe mercy, that before wewere 
not. When a man is fervent in prayer, itſets all 
| the wheeles ofhis ſoul the right way,it puts the 
| heart intoaboly ad ſpirituall di ſpoſition and 
temper; ſo that the Lord ſees it now fit to beſtow 
mercy upon ſuch a man,that before was uakfit,by 
Teaſon of his untowardneſle, and ſtubbornefſe of 
heart,by reaſon of that uncleane and unholy dif- 
poſition, that he ſaw in him. Andtherefore hee 
wil have prayer fervent;not ſo much becauſe the 
very-fervency of prayer it ſelfe is reſpected, but. 
becauſe by vertue of that fervency the heart is 
made better : when aman comes to God with a 
requeſt, like the requeſt ofthe patient to thePhy- 
ſiciap,it may be the Phyſiciandenies long,when 
the Patient askes things that are pleaſant and a- 
| greeable to him, not becauſe hets unwilling to 

give the, but becauſe his body muſt be brought 
intoanother temper, he muſt take a vomit, or a 
purge,whick perhaps is grievous to the Patient, 
but this muſt be done before he be fitto reccive 
ſuch cordials : fo the Lord deales wirh his fer- 
vants,though he be willing to beſtow ſuch mer- 
cies on them, yet, becauſe they are not fitted, he 
requires continuance in prayer, and fervency in 
it. Therefore, we ſay, in prayer all the graces of 
Gods Spiritare ſet onwork,and the more fervent 
the prayeris, the more they are intended, the 
more theyareaGed,the more they are increaſed, 
{ and therefore the Lord is moved by this ferven- 
 cy,t0 beſtow a mercy onus, that otherwiſe hee 
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- Butnow all the queſtion 1s, 
Cy 15 ? Soy Bk | 
You ſhall find ituſuallyexprefled in theScrip- 
tures by ſuch metaphors as theſe, Crying ro'the 
Lord, nrefling with the Lord , flriving with him, 
and giving him 0 reſt : wherein theſe two things 
are tobe marked : 460 11777003 THO 

Firſt,a man is ſaid then tobe fervent, when he 
 puts'all his ſtretgthto prayer; when ke 1s very 
earneſt, and importunate with'theLord,' when 
hee ſtrives and: contends with him,chough hee 
finde many difficulties,and impediments, yet he 
breakes through all; this is tobe fervent in pray- 
&r,ta be import ; 
ple; when a mancomes to p | | 
diſcouragements;and himſelte (perhaps) guilty: 
of many finnes, yea, he findes little holinefſe, he 
[hath but feeble faith rohisown'ſente, and mach 
 |deadnefle of ſpirit, yet hEcontinues inftanthor- 
withſtanding ; nay, further heedoth nor onely 
finde theſe impediments in timſelfe, but hee 
finds the Loxd exceeding backward tothe thing, 
either giving uo anſwer, turning! thedeafe eats 
to him; or (itmay be) giving a contrary anſiver; 
| as tothe woman of Caxnaan.But to give you a par- 
ticularexample.'whena man comes to pray for 
health, it may be his ſicknes increaſethups6 him 
more;when he prayes toovercome fich a luſtor 
temptation, it may be, it is doubled upon him 
when hee prayes'for ſueh adeliverance, you 


ay, hee findes many 


agate with the Bed, For exam-| 
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Anſw. 
Whena man | 
is ſaidto bee |: 
ferrent, | 


'Y 49 , | 
Whea we pur |" 
to all our + Þ 
ftrength nor- |? - 
withſtanding + 
difficulties, | 
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' to conitinye in praier,and to outwraftle God in it, 


--[ js to be ferventin prayer. 


| | when there is much difficulty, {0 that youkniew 


1 thatcomes not from-faith, but from-a-nattirall 


liverance aut of Zgxyptzthe Op pe fion grew orea- 
ter : now40- hold out netwithſtanding this.arid: 


though he ſeeme backward to the requeſt, this 


-  Secondly,fervency is not onely loud praying, 
but continuall knocking,whena man is not _ 
importunate with the Lo#d, but hee continues 
long, hee willootgive over, till he have got the! | 
blefling, You know,/acess fervency was ſcene in 
thar,thathe continued all night, He wreſtled with 
the Lord,NV hat was the reaſon that hewreſtled > 
Hee wonld-nos let him yye, till bee had get the bleſſing, 
'till he hadobtained thething he. fought for;So Þ 
ſay,this cargeſtnefle,&&cantinuance 1n praier,the 
breaking thoxow alldifficultics,this is towreftle: | 

with the Lord:for all wreſtlipg and ftriving(youw 
know) ſuppoſethſameodppotition onthe other | 
| part. Indeed;if-there were no oppoſition, it were: 
a ſmall thing; bur; I ſay, wbenthe Zord is moſt 
backward, ;whenthething is moſt improbable, 


nothow, itfhould hebrought topaſie;yert if you 
continue ſtriving; and give the Lordnoreſt, as 
though you would never giveover;this is ferven- 
cy in prayerand.this is a condition;thatthe Lord ' 
requires: But here twoCautions muſt be retem- 
bred, thatwe miſtake notthis fervency + | 

| Firſt-(xemember )' fervency, -if it be right, it 
muſtbeafruitof faith : for. there js a fervency 
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ſenſe of want, whenamanis indeed aga fine | 
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ding loud;nort becauſe it lookes for help,bur be- 
cond; it is pinched:fo anyother creature,or a mi 
naturally willuſe impertunity,ywhen he wants a- 
ny thing,and will be carneſt in his requeſts; ſuch 


more but a meere expreſſion of naturall defires, 
there is no holineſle in it, there is no fire ofthe 
Spirit, but when this is added to it,that there is 
not onely a ſenſe of the thing wee want,bur alfo 
abope of mercy,a ground ts belceve that I ſhall 
Have the thing granted, and out of this ground I 
am earneſt and 1mportunate;now earneſtneſſe is 


earth,when men came and cryed carneſtly unto 
him, and were excceding importunate; ſome to 
bec healed of their diſeaſes, ſome to have devils 
caſt our,&c. we ſec hisanſwerwas ftill co them, 
Be it to thee (how? )-net aceording to their im- 

rtunity and fervency, but according to their 
Faith : as if hee ſhould ſay, I heed nor, I regard 
not all this clamourand carneſtneſſe, if they bee 
onely expreffions of fuch wants, if they be onely 
inthe ſenſe of ſach need, and no more; but if 


oft worke to call upon mee, Zee it wnto thee accor- 
ding to that. For indeed, theſe two things make 


creale his ſervency, and it ariſaeb-ihyay 1 
ground, as well as out of the other (naettiia 


| — — — 


2 fruitof faith. When Ieſus Chriſt lived upon 


| 


that is pinched,which,you knowwill cry excee- 


fervency theLord regards not,becauſe there isno} 


they proceed from faith, and that faith ſet you | 
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cy is a fruic of 


faith, 
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| continuance of life,but to what end? if it be that 


| may; bec).are fervent infpirtt, ſerving our ſelves, 


thatwhich puts ſtickes on the fire (as it were)to 
make our fervency the more) I ſay,from ſenſe of 
our need, when we conſider ſeriouſly what want 
wee have, and then adde this hope, and faith , 
when theſe two ſhall ſer you @n worke, this fer- 
vency is a fruitof faith. Andthis is one caution 
that muſt be remembred. 
Another Caution is this, that your fervency 
be joyned with ſincerity ; for a man may be fer- 
vent to obtaine ſuch and ſuch bleſſings, as hee 
may beg at G ov hand very earneſtly, he may 
aske credit, he may aske tohave guidance in fuch 
2 buſineſle, he may askewifdome tobring fuch 


an cnterprife to paſſe, hee may aske health, and 


he beſtow it his luſts, if itbe that hee 
aeks, more deliciouſly, that he may be ſome| 
body mare in theworld; that hee may have 'out-! 
ward conveniencies, ſuch as his fleſh deſires, if] 
this bee all, herethis fervency is not regarded'; 
not that theſe things are excluded, for the Loyd 
gives us ſeaye to.feeke our owne comforts, and} 
youmay be earneſt, and importunate, even for 

the comfort it felfe; but yet all theſe if theybe | 
' got capable ofa further uſe, if that be not inten- 
ded, but theabufe of tkem, and an intent to-uſe 


 thaem-anotherway, the L o-x'» heeds it nor, itis 
no true ferve 


ENEP.. Andthetefore in) Rom. 12:11; 
1t.is theexhonartion of rhe Apoſtle, Be fervent in 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord , when we many times (it 


| weare fervent toaskeſuchand ſuch requeſts; out 
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of ends of our hr as when a = deſires able 
ifts, high gifts, to ger glory, and to get wealth 
% birnicifeand nor s the his Maſtes.this t5to 
aske the talent,not for his maſters uſe,but for his 
owne ; doe you thinke the = __ _ ſuch | 
rayers? can you expett it at his hands ? You > 
thall ſee the Comtemy practice in the Saints, ev + Þ 
when they were catneſt with the Lord for any | Saint haveu-4 
thing, ſtill rhey exprefle that to him, and ſay, —— x 
Lox», wedefire not this for our ſelves, but for '» 
thy glory, that we may uſeit for ſome good pur- 
poſe, &c, David, when hee was earneſt for life, 
when he was in ficknefle, and doubted of his re- |- 
covery, what argument doth he uſe > Lord, ſaith 
hee, Shalt thou have glory in the grave ? Asit hee 


—_— 


ſhould ſay,if thou give me life, I will giveit thee 
againe, I will improve it, and hasband it to thy | 2 
advantage, aud not to mine OWNE., And ſo Has. | _ 
»4h,when ſhe was earneſt for a ſonne, ſhe: makes. be 
{ this promiſe tothe Zord,thar he ſhall be for bim _ 
| and his advantage,ſhe would dedicate himtohis ou 
| uſe, and conſecrate him to his ſervice. So 7acob, £43} 


when hee was earneſt with the'Zordrogive him 
meat, drinke,and cloathes,&c, L o « », faith he, 
If thou doe, I will give the tenth part to thee againe. | 
I ſay, when the heart is thus diſpoſed in our fer- 
venoy, in our importunity, when wee askean 
' thing at the Lords hands,that our cenfciencerte 
us within, that if wee had it, wee would beftow 
itupontheL o x v, wee would not abuſe it, wee 
would nor ſpend it on our laſts, it ſhould net be 
| ia ſerveour ſelves, but to ſerve the Lox s _ 
| | | ely. _ .. 
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| 4. ne rag 
required in 

#4 prayer is hu. 
k -wiliry, 

$3 Chron. 7+ 14- 


|  Vay. 66, 4. 


| To him will 1 looke that is of an humble and coxtrive 


—— 


all, then our fervency is rightly ordered. 
The next condition required, is humility, as 
Tames 4. The Lord gives grace to the humble: And 
2 Chron, 7. 14. If mypeople humble themſelyes, and 
call upon my name, then will I heare in heaven , and ' 
grant their requefls, And throughout the Scrip- | 
ture,you ſce,thatthis is a condition that the Lord 
puts incvery whexze, Hee hath reſpe& to the low e- 
ftate,1ſay.66.2. ſaith the Lord, All theſe things have 
my hands made,looking upon all the creatures,the 
whole frame of them, they areall good, and I 
 havereſpe& unto them , bir, ſaith he, Iregard 
not all theſe in compariſon of an humble heart, 


ſpirit : when the Lord lookes _-_ our prayers, if 
they come not from a broken heart, they want 


that condition that he looks for:for he gives grace 
to the bumble , that is, to ſucha man as is little in | 
his owneeyes,and therefore fittobeexalted, fit |. 
t© receive a mercy at Gods hands, | 
You know, it is a rule that the Zord keeps ; for 
ſuch as are humble and low, ſuchheexalts; and 


] 


take all | 


and I am lefſe than it,and lighter than it, 
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the worth that is in me, it is not heavyenough | 
for the leaſt mercy. Now, when hee was thus 
humbled, and little, and vile in bis owne eyes, 
the Lord beſtowed that mercy onhim, hee was 
now fit toreceive it, $o David, when the Lord 
ſends him word by Nathan, that he would build 
him 4 houſe for ever ( you ſee how heeexpreſſed' 
himſelfe ) Hee went. into the houſe ef the Lord, and 
ſate before him, and ſaid, Lord, what am I, and what 

my fathers houſe ?: As if hee ſhould fay,L was ta- 
kenout of the duſt, I was one of the meaneſt men 
of 1ſrael, and a man of no account, of no worth, 
and yet thou hafthad reſpe unto me thus fatre, 
not onely to make me King over thy 


- - # 


to build my Kingdome, and my houſe, to make 


therefore hee regards the prayer of the hum- 
ble. 4: als ain WILLS» 1 
| - Moreover,Ged fuer grace to thehumble, that is; 
he ſhewes favour tc 

aske any thing at his hands, becauſe an humble 


Ap, 

s & 
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is an exprefiion of David, in Aﬀs 13.22. Hed 
will doe whatfaever 1 will : | that may bee ſaidof 
 evgry bumble man,he is exceedingpliabletothe 
Ford; will , hee is ready to doe wha 

knones to bce his pleature bee reſiſts him in no- 


c 


» oe . 


atſoeyer hee 


me aconſtanthouſe for ever. I fay, this ſenfe of | 
our owne.unworthinefle, makes' us: more: fit-to'| | 
recelye the mercy, to bee-exalted by receiving: | 
ſucha requeſt,. as wee put up tothe Lord ; ws. 4 


: 


favour to them, when they cone and | 
man yillbe ready rodoowhatſoever heewill, it-| 


thing, Now, when a man will doe whatſoever | 


a San, 7.18. 


Gedwill, the Lordwill be ready todoe wharſoe- 
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git is an accep- 


e ſacrifice. 
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n law nor to-come em) 


| | comerwit! 


ver kewillz hewill bercady to ſay to him, as he | 
did to the Conganite, Oh Woman bee it to thee as 


the Lo x » (as every proud man doth, ſaith the 
text) the Lord reſiſts im,theLord rehſts theproud, 
and gives grace tothe humble. A reſiſting ſpirit cau- 
ſeth the Lord to reſiſt our prayers; and therefore 
itis, that the Lord is ready to the humbleman, 
becaufe he yeelds tothe Lord inall things ; and 
whena man yeelds to the Lord (rake that for a 
rwle)in obeying Gods Com mandements,Ga \ad 
yeeld tous in granting oarpetitions. 

- Beſides, when the hearts humbled, and big? 
ken, and conrrite, itis anateeptable facrificets 
the Lord, which winnes ic at his hands: he ſmells 
atveer ſavour from ſuch a THAO 0- 


ther; yea, it is thatwhich Kts a ip 

every facrifice that wee offer ;| _ her 
thebeft workes, that proceed not from an hum- 
ble heart, he regards. the mot :as Pſal.5r. Lord, 


' Hi; bur 2he fecrifices a contrive, ant hignble pirie 
thoſe rhou regardeft, atid thoKk ſacrifices tht 


proceed from it, VWhenwee come tomake'a pe 
tition tothe Zord ( itwasthe manner in rhe'61d 


proud þ perſon 


fron 


(ep ded) Thook ) a 

ty-handed ; biit'an humble 
a facrifice,and the beſt ſacrific 
cauſe he facrificeth himfelfe; and his ownel 
chat is,heembptjes himſelf oft EE 

adore to the Lorl to come, and dwell in him, 
i barres bim'out;; ſuch a ſacri- 


COmes erm 


thouwile, When a man onthe otherſide, reſiſts | 
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| | faith David, ire 1 offer ſacrifice, thou wilt not regard $ 


4 


fice 
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fice the Lord is-well pleaſed with, and ſuch a ſa- 


| Laſtly, the Zerd is ready to heare thoſe that 
| are humble, becauſe whatſoever they receive, 
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crifice ſpeakes for one,it makes away for his re- 
queſts,and therefore the Lord hearkens to It. 


they take itas of grace,and notas debrt:whereas | 
a proud maan, a man that hatha good conceit of | 
himſelfe, a man that is lift up in his owne opini-. 
on, thinkes it to be due,he thinkes there is ſome 

correſpondence between his workes,and the wa- 
ges. You knew what is ſaid of the Phariſee, thar 


the Publicanwent away juſtified rather than he, Why 
{o > Becauſe the Publicax thought himſelfe wor-. 
thy ofrothing. And therfore EzeF.36.31.wheh 
the L 0.x v promiſcth thoſe great mercies to his 
people, he requires this condition. ofthem, that 
they ſhould acknowledge themſelves m_ tobeade- | 
Frozed, When a man hath aſenſcof his owne 
unworthineſſe, and fo comes to the Lord; and 
askes itas of meere grace and mercy, that is'a 
great motive to prevailewith him:for he is very 
| carefull of that. You know in Devt. 8. 11. how 
wary the Lordwas.in giving this: rule to-theny;, 
| Take heed when thou commeſt into that good 'Land , 
thinke not to ſaywith thy ſelfe, the Lord hath done this, 
for my owne righteouſneſſe. No, ſaith he, I have not 
done it for that , but for my Covenant mhich I made | 


name ſake, for my mercies ſake, forthe covenant 


| that I confirmed with them,that is,thecovenant 
| inJeſus Chriſt, therefore I have done it, and/'nor 


your own.righteouſnes. Sothen you ſtetbat: 
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Pen 
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with Abraham,1ſaac and Tacob : that is,formy own | 


Deut, 8.11. |; 


_ — 


this | 


th nn dh 4 


this is a conditionthe Lord will have obſerved in 
our calling upothim , that our hearts be hum- 
bled,that a man be little andvile in his own eies, 
that he come with a broken, and contrite heart, 
pliable to him in all things, ready to obey him; 
whenthc heart is ſo:diſpoled, he gives grace,that 
is, —_— favour, he is ready to grant our re- 
queſts. | 
| The next candirion required in prayer,is,that 
Severity, to | WEE ſenBific the Lord in our bearts, You know, ; 
when Nadsb and Abihu drew neere unto him 
with 2 common fire (when they ſhould have 
brought ſuch fire as came from heaven, holy fire) 
the Lord deftroyed them : and he gives this rea- 
ſong Fer I will be ſax8ified in thoſe that draw neere to 
me. When wee come to call upon the Loyd, wee 
know, then wee come neere to him, and in ſuch 
drawing neere, wee muſt ſanifie him inour 
denotes muſt conceive him to be, as he 
- | is,meft holy. Now ifthe Lord be moſt holy,if yo 
hethatis uncleage,and impure,and unholy,ſhall 
come neecre him, he ſanifes not the Lord God, 
| (that is) he comes not to him as to a moſt holy 
God, but he lookes uponhim,as if hewere a com- 
mon perſon. And therfore whenſoever they came 
to offer a ſacrifice,in the old Law,they were firſt 
purified ; if any man were uncleane, and ſhould 
offer aſacrifice, hee was to bee cut off from his 
| le. Therefore to ſanRifie the Lordin our 
- ts, istocome with holy hearts, as in1 Tim. 
2.8, It is the charge that the Apoſtle gives 
there, Life wp pure hands without wrath or A 
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 fife up your Hearts; and itcoanrhandswidionn 

wrath or doubting... | 
Bur you will fay; what is chis hotinieſe 2; / 
Beloved, it is nothing but «ſcqueſtriag,ov ſepa 


rating thing from 4 commen uſt amt appripriativg 
ir.f0 + one;that 15 bolineſſe;Y 60 know: What 


ſoever was holy to the Lord; inthe T emple;' 'or: 
otherwiſe, whether it wete == veſſels, or 
Holy men, as thePriefts, if was eparared From 
= otherit{cs an made p6oiiliar robin, andt0] 
| kis' ſ(Eviee.- Now the: heate 6f a "nant holy 
then; when it iswithdrawnefrogttallthings ole 
| 464 pecutiar tStheLorbalone.' Ava tha 
iy #5 ler ftsband; whoſcaffeRt ions are beſtow. 
eb uponihitin, andHoother pet foti els ;'ſowheh 
the heartisto the LoW'alofie, when alÞthe affe. 
Hobs are intents and beftowed:upon 


| 


wt. Mt a... Ee et. 


—— 


* et. tat. 


$0' 7 + wo pw ah 
ſts, upon es 5 py 

nhis lu ON &5 the Lord, 
Fu Kone i5 oor bo thathe done 
any parr6fthate upon it,v 
| Re A Eoin 1s anunhs- 
| ly man, his heattisnotholy :foritis forſeque- 
| bred from other things, and comſtcrared tokim: 
| alone'. fortharonlyis tobe holy, + 

| | ©" And'2s the hearr muſt beeholypſomuſthe 


- 
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a a. 


_ ,and orb 5 note elſ6thivs to have the heart]. 
b, |: 


The GA? 


4 wade hoh, | 


| | prayer beholy. Whena mari 4 

with refpe unto him ,'and Nath an EF on|= 
bim;and nothing elſe comesin to rake away: 
h of this ad If PR and world! 
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| 


carnall thoughts come in,and ſet youonworkto > 
pray,now theſe have a portion & intereſt in your 
prayers, —_—_ _ ook wn prayers profane and 
com 
are unholy Sd rays isthe holines then in ſeeking 
the Lord, ares weare knit, and wedded tohim, 
when one takes this reſolution to himſelfe,I am 
the Lords ſervant, and him will I ſerve, Iam not 
the ſervant of 


{when thewhole fireame: 
xieticohim, this isco ſeckeroþim in bolineſſe, 
Ris istoſanific the Lord in aur hearts. 


| _ 


Ous.t9, himkelfe of any finthat isunrepenteder, 
*| ſuch a man cannot-pray,that makeshim unholy: 


4 - - | | the Saints themſelves, 
{ God, as - 


|-tde Cove 


culiar te the Lord, they 


r ofanycreature,l am mar- 


#icd tothe Lord, and hiswill I be alone, I will 
{ withdraw.my beart fromall 
wiſewheri a tnan prayes,, 
tent 


clſe.Solike- 
fo that his ſoule is in- 
nothing beſides, 
is affe ions. Arc Car; 


eLord, and 


Dag ws there roo ae es of Gave 
char ple ind uſed in Heb. 10,) coſe 


ill evakicneniFomanbe.con 


if there be any fſinfull luſt yer living i in him,that 
is unmortified in bim, | which is not waſhed a- 
way, ſucha man is unko ales :yea,umy Beloved, 
when they. ſinne againſt 
d heretofore, they are ſuſpea- 
ded from the Covenant; though they be within 
Fg Ade they-are ſuſpended. fram re- 
\ceiving the. benefirby.it, which atherwiſe they 
mighthave: till that finnebewaſhed away they 
are not holy. A Prieſt,or one that was holy,if be 


ea: 


danyuncleane thing,' hee remained” pin» 
| _boly 


| 
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| ſhall finde, this was the conſtant praQice of the 
| Saints, when = ſought the Lord, for any 


| ſclfe therein, for it is well enough known tO {1 
asarecomerſantin the Scriptures : only let me | 


| 


| exhortevery man, when hee commeth with any | 
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holy, till-he was waſhed, thou 
| were Lholy habitually, wholly icated to Gods 
ſervice; ſo it may be with thoſe, that arewithin 
the Covenant; though thou bec a holy man, yet, 
if thou touch pitch, that is,if thy heart be 
ted with any (1nne, ofone kinde orotheras lo 
as that remaines, thou art unholy. If thou come! 
| now, and ſeeke to the Lord, you know what the 


judgementwas in the old law Nach anone was to 
bee cut off fremhis people. And therefore,you 


ciall mefcy, they began with takin m—__ pw with|* 
their owne $0 humbling themſelves for 
their owne finnes, and the lone of the people : ] 
as we know, Dariel, and Ezra, and Daviddid in 
their prayers ; but I will not ftagd to inlarge m 


requeſt and petition tothe Loyd,let him firſt ex- 
amine his heartand lifedili - looke backe. 
toallhis former wayes,con conſider and go through 
all the particulars , ſee if there bee wp thing a- 
mifle,ifthe here be oy tinure of SOA 
lying _ him,which is not yet waſhed away, 

there be an Cee ies £n of fle 

or ſpirit ,,4 ad let him knowthi I 


loft, it is 


pollu- 
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| entreth into a covenantwith Go 


Lanfwes, you arccleanſcd by renewing your | 


when a man humbles himſelfe for his ſinne, and 
a, not to retrne 
ufitoityhen he makes his heart perfeQ,and ſin- 
cerewiththe L o x v in that particular. 

nd ſecondly, when he ſhall withall beleeve, 


and ſprinkling the blood of Chriſt: |* 


* [| thatiris mb through Chriſt, when hee is 
fprifkledwith his blood rowaſh it away:though 
= | th finne be great, yet this will make thee pure, 
ES 1 Gr. 9. now thou art waſhed; as it is in 1 Corinth. 6.9. 
3 Now you are waſhed, now you are ſanGified, now you 
| are juſtified : therefore let no man bee diſcoura- 
ged inthis caſe :for, I confefſe, there is nothing 
[that gives ſuch a check to our prayers,that gives 
S ſo m4 -_ ro m_ (as ever) _ 7 wa 
it | us in that duty, as the conſciouſnefle of finne, ' 
F 1 © ry whena man = 4 ſms Be por ſach a finnehe 
|. >] hinderancein | harh committed, which doth much diſcourage | 
on P1999 | him, if by the blood of Teſus Chriftthey be not 
, wafhed away.Though a mans face be very foule, 
Simile, | yet you knoOwa bafen of cleerewaterwill waſh-it |. 


ſcience, and to purge it fromdead workes, to 
take away, both theguilt, and likewiſethe filth 


land ftaine 


9) fin LINAE water is toclen 
and theaforeLifrhou haft any fian, 

Lord, having thy heart ſprinkled: frondam 
conicicnce, and thy body waſhed igipur 
Fitis Heb.10.22, Let mdran neere;ſai 


'F 


figne;labourto be 


of Chriſt is more effeQuall to rinſe thy con- 


ed... 


| drawing neere,except you be thus ſprinkled,ang 
thus waſhed, and thus purified. 4 
I, but you will ſay to mee, ifthis berequiped, 
who ſhall be heard 1n his prayers 2 For whoxcan 
ſay his heart is pure,and his hands are innecent > 
| and if this be required, that we muſt lift up haly 
and pure hearts,or elſe we ſhall not be accepted; 
what comfort ſhall wee have in calling upoa the 
| Lord, at a time ? | | 
To this I anſwer, that to havea pure heart is 


(for ſo indeed none ſhould have a pure heart) 
but 
have our hearts 


rinkled from an evill conſcience, 


zoſtle,in ſurance of faith, (Out how 2) having ouy | 
ears ſprinbie from an evill conſcience * as 11 hee | 
ſhould fay,otherwiſe your drawing neereyillbe| 
to no purpoſe, you ſhail pur provoke the Lordin | 
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not to be free from fin, and from daily failings, 
pureneſſe of heart, holinefle of heart is, to | 


| & holy heme. | 
F never makes 
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| 


not to that captivity. This is tohave a pure heart, 


| anduncleaneand ina filthy diſpoſition, but hee 


| luſts and ſinnes ; yet if hee be purified himſelfe,) 


|and dwell there,ta lye and continue there, ſuch a 
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as the/ſreelites bad a ebarge never te make peacc 


with Ame: {221 adiſpolitionisina holy man, 
hee never makes peacewith any finne; though 


hee be led captive tometimes by it,yet he yeelds 


though his heart be defiled ſometimes as a veſ- 
ſellwill be foule, yet hee waſheth, and rinſerh! 
bis heart, he never ſuffers it to continne muddy, 


hath a fountaine, a ſpring of grace within, that 
will worke outall impurity, as a ſpring workes 
out mudde ; he that thus purifies himſelfe ſtill, 
though the fountaine be muddy, though there 
bee many injetions, many temptations, many 


that hee will ſuffer no ſinne to minglewith his | 
heart (as it were) to reſt there, and to abide, 


man hath apure heart. Ve ſay,that is pure, that 
is full of it telfe, and will have n9 heteregenea, no. 
other thing mingled with ir,ſuch a thing is pure 


that hath a pure heart, is not he that hath ſimply 
| nothing elſe, that hath no finne mingled, that 
hath no drofſe mingled with his wine, but hee 
| that ſuffers it not toreftthere, foras oyle and 


as puzeoyle is nothing elſe bur oyle. Now hee 


water, wh you.j ogether (as you | 
know ) wRent | therthey min- 
gle,xetthe oyle workes our,and purifiesyt ſelfe, 
itwalltot ſaffer it ſelfe to abidewith the water: 


man thar'is regcnerate,a man that IS borne of 
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{Gs | Yath afced remaining in him,though he do 
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| then diſtinguiſh between theſe two 2 that puri- 


| confidenceto the Throne of grace. 


ſin,yer,ſaith the A le; be caxnes ſirnethatis he 
doth not a th nec mingle with that (im; 


be is tranſported, when he is got himſclfe, there 
may bee a mixture, and the fonntaine, and. the 


3 ſpring may be made muddy,yet let bim comers | 
bimſelfe, ſtill hee workes it out : and this itisto| 


vea pure heart. So that a man,a man thus af. 
feQed,may comewith boldnefle to the throne of 
grace, and not be diſconraged;whatthough thy 
nnes be many, and very great, and often repea- 
ted>yet if thou find inthyſelfe ſucha diſpoſition | 
of pureneſſe and holinefle,ftill ra clenſe thy ſelf, 
though thou be ſtill palluted and defiled, I can 
aſſure thee, thy heart is pure,thou maiſt gowith 


But now you will ſay this to me(for that may 
be objeRed) why 2 but may not any carnall man 
ſay as much,he fins againſt Go p,and comes and 
askes mercy, he comes and cries for forgiveneſle 
and ſaith he will finne no more and yer he ſinnes 
the next day,and addes drunkenneſſe to thirſt, | 
that is, his finne and his repentance they run in 
a Circle,as drunkenneſſe and thirſtz how ſhall we 


fying diſpoſition in the Saints, and thoſe vani- 
ſhing purpoſes that carnall men may-have, who 
notwithftanding never had experience of the 
worke of grace, of that purity of heart that wee 
ſpeakeof ? 
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it hathno reft ta his heart, but heworkes tout; | © 
ina paſonwhen hee is ſhaken (as it were) when | 
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—$eth ſtronger , 
in a god) 
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a, 
3 man Wearcr, 
= . 
yp . 
% 


| as lefſen 
- & the habits. 


| 'Anlw. 
|} How finina 


| GP 


it loſeth by it, irgathers not Rreogth, bur loſeth 
; Rrengrh:ina carnall man iris quire contrary,bis 
' finne ſtill increafeth; and intends the habit, and 


| which isa paradox in Philoſophy, bur here ir is 
; I. Que. 


ly manis -: 
ox deoyt 1 


—_ 


difference by this,a godly man, when hefalls in- 
to ſinge,and is defiled with it,,hee waſheth him- 
ſelfe from day today; you ſhall find alwaies this, 
that hegers ground of the fin, of the luſt which 
manifeſts itſelfe in any aQuall tranſgreſſion,ſtil 


the luft growes ftronger and ſtronger, it gets | 
und of him, and thoſe good things that hee 
th; they are more and more.worne outzand fo 
.they grow worſe and worſe from day roday:and 
that is theproperty of an evill man,of unregene- 
racy whereſoever, it is apt to grow worſe and 
worſe, and the more falls they have," the more 
ſinne-gers:ground;and the more they loſe;bur it 
is not {o with an holy man,the more he falls,the 
more ſtrength he gathers, he is the more holy by | 
1t, the more wary, and watchfull over his wayes, 
hee is the more emptied of himſelfe,and drawes 
fleerertotheLox vp, and is the moreinflamed 
with love of him, yea he is ſtrengthned in faith, 
| and repentance;andiin every grace z ſo thathere 
| the rule:now: holdsnottrue,' that As increaſe 
habits ; but'the contrary, As leſſen the habits, 


110. 


I} If you agke how this can be? 


| | T anſwer, initsowne nature everya@ intends 


'\the habit,: as well ina godly-man; as another 
man, but it comes to paſſe by accident,» as wee 
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ecavſe;the grace in'him is ſtitred/up;by 
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theſe foiles,and lips, thate fals and inGenities, | 
towhich be is ſubje& , I ſay, grace is ſtirred-up 

inhim more and more, and hereceives more vi- 

> our and ſtrength thereby. As we ſay of true va 
| Tour, it is increaſed: moreby oppoſition; ſo it 
comes to paſle, that the more the childe of God 
falls into ſinne, the more grace is intended, Sa- 
tangets lefle ground ; as Hezekiah,when hefell 
into pride, the pride of; his heart was leffened 


when he ſhewed his treaſure tothe Ambaſſador 
of the Kingof Babel he knew not before the-pride 
of coma heart, that finge, that fall,did manifeftbis 

ruptien,yhich hedid noc ſee beforerfor when 


ON principle. within, grace is ſet more on 
worke | to k finne. Se David, when hee had: 


— afterwards, thanever hedid before, 
ſhewed him where the Temple ſhould. be built, 
and uſed him in that worke, whereas hee never 


all Gods nit their 
F, holy: remper,, inamor 
pr argtyl lergh 


| nor i F 


in fals. 


more by itafter the a&, than it was at thar time | 


e heart is fin incere, when i is pure,when there is | 


bred the people, that madebim mere burn | 
ble, and; therefore the Lord; ſhewed-Him: __ | 
«| 


ſhewed him ſuch mercy;and kindnefſc before:cT | 
cannot ftand to expreſfle equrp.cny itiswith'| 
carts are never better,” | 
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ndes rmore refiftance, 'cyen as the wind and the 
water, andthe firedoth , you know, the water 


; | when it findes rags gron es more violent,and 
| foalſo:the winde ſame natare is grate, 

_ | where it findes d op, or reſftance,' it 
| more ſt 


rowes| 
nd intent, The heathen hadalirtle} 


glimpſe of chis ruth, when they ſaid of verruc,| 
that it growes move freſh and vigorous by being | 
wounded ; it isrrusoP and holineffe; the 
rueſt verrn, the more it is oppoſed, themore i 
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is, whiretherc iv abi inthe patty it nod: 
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/ Emiſtadde another, you-ſhatl find in F kid. 
6. whenſoeveryou cohi6 0 make prumrogoote —— | 
tothe Lord this is porn condition xr mn prayers is 
| quires, robee thankful for the mercies you have | Phila. | 
. reeive@altontly : Mall zhings, Airl tice, lergaay | i na 
reque#t 7 bee knowne'ts : Lad; with ohanef{ | We 

giving © as if hiee howld foy, eds kaadet this, _ 
that whenſoevet'y yo ders any pcriti- | 
[;0ntO the Lor ode uty ofthank- | 
| | fone but RA? dey nirefe ere hed rot 

that you want; tefriember thar you you ge 

'thankes for that you have Beloved,this 
bom nn hr pms? Gece 
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thingat the Lerdr hands, might 
banc nnd whar (road bering with him+ a 
pracofeng: what was that > thankefulneſſe 
that peace he had injoyed, that was a peace | 
offering., For pesce isa generall word, compre- 
 hending all kinde of mercies., forwhat is our 
health, but the peace ofour humeurs within > 
| what is our cheereſulnefſe and joy,but the peace | 


|» 


in our nameand ſtate, it is peacein the particu- 
lar&&c,S0 I ANNAN thou commeſt 
a gems et not t@ come with a peace tc- 
ng, that is, forget net to come with thank 
wit tathe Lord , for that, which thou haſt re-; 
ceived doe ſomarharther is aceep table rohim 
as:well as ſecke for that which is is uſefull for thy | 
felfe... Beloved, there is much reaſon for it ; be- 
cauſe, if «man be poring on bis wants (ill, ifir. 
bein bis mind when hey be comes to upon®ed,it 
willindifpoſe hins-for ſpiritual pertormance, it 
will beget murmuring.ang ſowreneſſe,8& diſcon- 
rent, ipwil ary hp > uLrNen 35.4 man 
rememberamany "MSFELES Fat: 7e 
when he makesa catalogues | 
fates them 1t ye 161P4rth, it 

| more grecious, it ads. t 
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diſpoſition, that we findin children, :that when 
they cannothave alltbat they mwoulkd,they _ 
rs 


away thatwhich they have ; in likemanner it 

our fault many times, whenwe comeandſcek to 
the Lord for any thing thatwe have need, we 'are 
ſo intentupon it,thatwe forget al the mercies we 
have reccived, as if they were nothing : the' Lord 
would not have it ſo,but will have us remember 
what wee receive, that wee m beecontentta 
want, that.our hearts may bee brought tapatis 


ence and contentment, under the crofle,- and:to ; 
wait what it ſhall pleaſe him for a time todeny. 
us : as /ob reaſoneth, ſaith he, / have received good 
fromthe Lords hands. (it is his anſwer to his wife) 
and ſhall 1 not receiveif{ 2 So, if a good manibee 
thankfull for mercies,it will make him ready to- 
doe ſo, itwill make himcontent with that pre- [- 
ſent want : for hee lookes totharwhich be hath | 


 ſelfe, thus; and thus much good.I have reccived 
at the-Lords hands ; what though I want fuch a 
thing 2? what though I be preſt with ſuch an af- 
fli&tzon,and calamity? I will becontentipheare 
it : I ſay, the Lord lookes for this, expoſtuſating 
| with him and murmuring againſ 


t him, is notac. 
| ceptable to-him, but a meeke manger of askin 
things at his hands, whena man ſoaskes, that 
withall he is content to bee denied ifhisgood 
pleaſure be ſo,this he accepts. Now,thankfulnes 
fox mercy;makes us ready to beſo affeted;rabe | 
willing to bedenied,tobecontent toxeſigne out 
{ {clyes to the Zoxd, and .theretarctheewill; have 
=. | " thanke--| 


had in hand. VWhena man-ſaith thus with him» | - 


The fight of © | 
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thankefulnefſe 10 with it, whenfoever wee 
come toe anything at his bands. Lookero 
it then, that wherſaever you come to ſecke the 
Lord,you be thankefull for the mercies you have 
had;remember ther, fot it is a great meanes to 
prevaile in'our requeſts.” Thankfulneſſe is (as it 
were ) the incenſe that perfames your petitions, 
that makes them acceptable,and prevalent with 
the Lord, ſo much the ſooner : Prayer goes up | 
without incenſe, when weoffcrup our petitions 
without thanikfulnefſe, becauſe that is a ſacrifice, 
as you know it is called the calves of vr lips, and | 
ever when you joyne thankefulnefſe with your 
petitions, it is like a ſacrifice mingled with it, 


that belpes to prevaile with you. 
o Thowexr condition is, and it muſt not be for- 


ten ofall the reft, that wee come tothe Lord, 
the Name of Teſws Chrif, This is a thing com- 
monly knowne , you will ſay, who knowes not 
thatexcept wee come in the name of Chrift, no 
petition can bee acceptable > Beloved, I ſay to 
you inthat caſe, as the Apoſtle /ames ſpeakes, 
Iam. 4. where hee gives this rule,that we ſhould 
ſay, /f che Lord will, wee will doe ſuch and ſuch a thing 
£0 merrow, tc. And when the anſwer would bee 
ready, Who'knowes not this, ſaith. hee, if you 
know the will of the Loxn, and dee it net , your 

judgement ſhalt bee greater, ſo I ſay, if any doe 
not pra&tice this (and itis a thing we arc excce- 
ding ready to forget , or wee are ready todoe.it 
ina formall, and in acuſtomary manner, bur.to 


doe ititigood carneft, as wee ought todoe it, 
ol p01 | therein | 
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thercin commonly wee come ſhort) you know 
how great a finne 1t was, inthe old As to offer 


the beſt Sacrifice and the choiceſt ,yer, ſaith the 
| Text, If hee did not bring it tothe Prieft, and ts the | 
Altar, but ſlay his ſacrifice elſe-where , without" @ 
Prief, ſuch a man was gvilry of bleed, and mar-re bee 
cut off from his people : 
off by the Pricft, by excommunication,/and 
after by the civill Magiſtrate. You know, it” 
was YVzziahs fault to offer incenſe, when it was 


and thinke, becauſe wee have repented, and: 
prayed' fervently a little while, and our hearrs- 
and ſpirits are ina good diſpoſition,and becaufe 
wee knew no finne of which wee are conſfci- 
ous, therefore wee conclude that wee ſhall 
be beard. It is true, the Lordrequires theſe _— 
lifications inthe party, when hee prayes, but 
| take heed of thinking 
'is to offer without a Prieft. You maſt come. 
thus tothe Lon», and ſay thus unto him; 
L ok v, Iconfefſe (notwithſtanding all this) I 
am unworthy, 1 have nothing in mee, why thou 
 ſhouldeft ED ww it cannot bee, that either 


Cong? orm acceptable, but I be- 
He hands'6E. C nn1 5 
nagar hee charis entred int | Amo 


es the Pr ayers of the Saints ,\ 
rhem with ſweet Fox why -4-of a mane 
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that is, hee was to bee cut 


Proper to the Prieſt onely to doc it. The ſame | 
finne wee commit when wee come to the Lord, 


| 


| 


without a Prieſt; in the r7.0f Leviticw itisfaid, | 
| ifany man brought his Sacrifice,though itwere | 


tobee heard for this. this 


Levit. 19% 


Haw we oughy 
| T0 Come re 
God; 


for any excel- 
' iathem, 
bur for Chriſt, 
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doe this, with dependance upon Chriſt, and 

comeboldly in his name, that is tooffer a ſacri- 
fice to him. This wee muſt carefully remember, | 
and therefore wee ſee an excellent expreflionpf 
itin Levit. 5. where this is made cleereto you, | 
that it is not any excellency in the perſon, gor a- 
nyfervency in ayer, aor any pureneſle, or 
holinefſe that is found in him, nothing that 
comes from man, that cauſeth his prayer to bee. 
acceptable, bur it is the Prieſt : See the place 
from verſ.$.ro the x1. You ſhall finde there the 
lawwas,that he that cam to ſacrifice,vſt brix 

4ſheepe, or « ſhee Goat , but if hewere not ſo rich | 
asto doe ſo;he was able eneugh to bring two tuy-| 
 te-Doves,yetifhe were got able to doe that, then 
ſaith the Text, Heſhall ing the tenth part of an E-| 
phe of finefloure (a very ſmall thing) and then it is 
{aid,ler him give it to the Prieſt, and hee ſhall mabe- 
an atonement for him, and his ſinne ſhall be forgiven, 
| Whence I obſerve this, that it is got the good-| 
nefſe of the ſacrifice,the price,nor the choiſnefſe | 
notthecxcellencyofthat,though it were athou- 
ſand Rammes, and ſo many Sheepe, and. Bul- 
locks (as you reade of many great ſacrifices that 
were offered by the Kings) yet the tenth pant of 
an Ephaof fine Floure, which was exceeding 
little, this prevailed full as much : whence it is 


evidentgharitis notintheexeellency.of the ſa-| 
crifice,but rhepooreft;and the ſmalleſt, arid 
meaneſt {acrifice will prevaile with God, $ 


asthe richeſt, and the greateſt. \Vhar is the rea-|: 
ſonaThetext ſaith, Ir is thePriefl that muſt offer | 
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it, 
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it,he makes it acceptable.So in this caſe, letthe 
ſacrifice be never ſo meane, yetif it bee Chrift 
that offers the ſacrifice, if it be comended tothe 
Prieſt, and hee offers it, the Lord will accept it. 
You ſhal find that rule, Zevit.5.11, He that brings 
4 ſacrifice (this caution was given) hee muſt put no 
incenſe to it, neither ozle. But ſhould the ſacrifice 
be offered without incenſe? No,you ſhall find in 
Levit.16. that alwayes, the Prieſt when he cntred 
into the Holy of Holieft, hee burnt incenſe, thax the 
cloud of that incenſe might cover the Mercy-ſeate : 
the meaning is this,that when any man comesto 
offer a prayer to the Lord, he can pur no incenſe 
to it,the Prieſt onely he muſt put1n incenſe,thar 
is Igsvs Cuxnisr onely muſt offer the ſacri- 
 fice, wherein the Lordſmells-a favour of reft : for 
the Lordexprefſeth himſelfe in this manner,as if 
he werediſquietted for fin, and cantakenoreſt; 
now, when leſs ChriF offers a ſacrifice.he fmels- 
a favour of reſt ; becauſe it comes from him, in 
whom hee iswell pleaſed : ſol ſay, weemuſt 
carefull,that we remember we come in 
of Chriſt. .. -- + Lt 
But, you will ſay, every man doth ſo, and how 
ſhallwe know it > | 
You ſhall. know itby this, #f you have bold. 


be 


Levi, $o 1s 


Levit.16.1T- 
Chriſt muſt 
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| xefſe and confidence, thes inde: _ _ 
| you looke notupep your ſelves, butupon Chriff, 
When # man is ſo-exceedingtitherous,: and 

to the Throne of grace, or, if hee. 
2 Muſes apreat queſtion;yhether he 
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j2þ ot no,this is to0 much looking to himſclfe,here, 
| Whar requi- | The High Pricft is forgotten. lt thou come tn his 
redin the | name, there Finch to carry thee out, it will 


$ | hy o4 | breed boldneſſe inthee,it will breed confidence: 
F: | inChrite | if thou come in the name of Chriſt,and offer up 
— thy prayers through him, it will cauſe thee, in e- 
very petition thou putteſt up,to thinke thy ſelfe 
fo much beholding to Chriſt, that thou wilt be 
ready to ſay inthy heart, whenſocver any peti- 
tion is granted thee, I may thanke Ieſus Chriſt 
forthis. VVhena man,I fay,ſhall be ſo much pur 
upon his ſcore, it will make him ſo much indeb- 
ted to the Lord Ieſus for his fin that is remitted, 
and his petition that he hath granted, as that his 
heart ſhall bee more inlarged to thanktulneſſe, 
when hee is able to conſider the benefit of re- 
demprtion, and is ready to ſay with himſelfe, It 
Tefus Chriſt had not dyed, if I had not had ſuch 
an highPricft;rhat harh encred into the very hea- 
vens, as the Apoftle ſaith, Heb, 9. To make intey- 
.cefſson for mee, I had loft this benefit, I had never 


come to have putup a prayetto the Lord, or if I 
had, it ſhould uut here boca hicaid, | 
But you will ſay to mee, if wee bee heard for 
Chriſt,then though a man befinfull,and though 
he bave noneof the precedentconditions,though, 
he have not rhat holinefle that is'required, if the 
Prieſt makehim acceptable,-why may hee nor 
hope as wellas the moſt hely man > © 
I anſwer,briefly,though rhe Prieft giveallac-, 
| ceptance to the ſacrifice, and our 'prayers are; 
accepted through him, yet that is not all, there | 
?; are | 
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are tyothings beſides required, t. Thattheper-| 
ſon that brings theſacrifice,be cleanegno impure 
perſonas to bring a ſacrifice: 2. That the ſa- 
crificebewithour blemiſh ; he that hath a male, | 
and brings a female,is curſed : ſo then this is ro- 


ired,that the perſon be righteous,and that the 
Loos be frees, fach as is indited by the he! 


of6ed:Spirit,thatit may be a ſacrifice fit for the 
Lord, Bur now, what we have from Cunisr is 


this, t h the perſon, and the prayerbe 
thus qualified, and have thoſe forenoted'condi- 
| tions 18 it, yet it is not acceptable without the 
Prieft, And therfore this ſhould encourage you, 
when youconfider the glorious G © , hit holi- 
nefie.thar great diſtance between himand you; | 
and yourfelyes, on theother fide, how vile and 
finfull you are, and unfit tocome & put wp your 
{requeſts tohim,nom, when you chinke of a Me- 
diator,ofan high ra who isentred into hed- 
ven,whois gone thirher,atia'nts ac rnengathand | 
of Majeſty, making interceffion for you, when 
you conſider there is one highPriefſt,who is able | 
to prevaile, not like the Priefts in the Law, but 
one that is over the houſe of 60d, one that is his 
very Son,whois not entred in through the bload 
of Bulls and Goates, but with his owne blood , 
whenout of this you ſhal receive confidence,and 
come neeiqhim with boldnefle, this is to make | 
nſe of Chrift;and to offet ſacrifice inbim. There 
is nomore remaining now, bit thatwhen you | 
have conſidered all the conditians mentioned, & 
jfitted your pmyersaccording rothem, om, 
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fault, yhenwe bave prayed,and the thing-comes 
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ndehariacrpriew robringrhe thing to} 
paſſe) and make aorhafte, bur ſtay, and wait, It |. 


| tothe webmenpo om oigeeng ore haſte 


nyed;. you may-ſay thus ;, Epic expea|- 
_ granting ofthem, thou « canſt not __ 
= them, Lord, Iwillwait now. And this is our! 


y, WEare ready To give over, Weare 
Bot willing towaite. Beloved; that is one thing 
ſpecially to bee remembred,, wee muſtfo farre| 
-magnifie our pra weemufſt ſera price upon 
fo cſtecmethem, and. thinke 


$6 paſſe. If aan rake adrugge, ot &medicine,| 
oran herbe, __ ufe ir rs "ora diſeaſe, | 
thrice, and if hee fevit doth no 
ep iaſdom takeanother medi- 


good hemvilla 
fernet NM 


; foaman Fat with his prayers, he 

|ie, I have fought roche. Ly ox », I'bave prayed 
ditis notpran- 

DIET yrolayit afide, 
pasifs itwere-noteffeQuall, —_ to take another 
meanes:this'negle&t ofprayer is;notto know the 


icine. xr park know therfore 
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that promiſe; but ſhe made toomuch hafte,ſhe 
tooke awrong way toget the bleffing by lying; 
this was not waiting, buta ſteppin 

. ther meanes ; becauſe they thou Fe 
dependance upon Gedwould not doe it,. So Saul 
would not wait upon G o Þ, but he would offer 
ſacrifice, this was to make haſte, Ando iris, 

' when a man is diſcouraged ; David, when the 

thing was not gn granted, he was ready to 

give over,and falls to adeſperate complaint,ſay. 

.ing, Ozedey 7 ſball fall by the hands of Saul. Take 
heed of this, and when wee offer up our prayers 

thus, learne to know what they are, leame to 

| © truſtthemn,and todepend, and wait up- 

| on God, ſay, certainly I ſhall not 

: bedenied, the thing ſhall 

furcly be granted, 
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Arguments, 
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Prayer teacheth to ne the reſt of our 
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Attributes of God ackrowledged in 
rayer- 08 
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Deſires muſt bee offered to God. 6 
Deſires good, Whence they muſt riſe . | 


Deſires not good, Without the uſe of 


| Sce outward, fee Naturall. 


yed, 
The end Why Chriſt dycd. 
Diladyantage, 
Diſadvantage that comes by omiſſion 


of prayer 
Dulnelse #9 prayer two bangs of it.57 
Equity 2  poformng the duty of Fl 
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O Foray iz faith, when we want a 
partienlar promiſe. G8 
Faith required in prayer what. 99 
| 205 

Faith _—_ in prayer, why. 106 


| Faith ewe ibid, 
How toknow wepray in faith, 113 
Faith, fervency afrait of it, 119 

Baithfulnefle, 
Faithfulnes of God ſtrengthens faith 
17 pr ayer , Fall, II 


Men of preat grace may fall, > 67 
Falls of the godly and others _ 


134 
Falls of the godly weaken finne. bed. 
T he hearts of Saints beſt after falls. 
135 

Feryency. 


Fervency required in prayer« T15 
Fervency why requiſete, 116 
When a mas is ſaid to be fervent. 117 
Cuntions about fervency. 118 
Feryency whence it ſprings” 119 
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The beſt way to fit us to prayer. 34 
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mitted, we are more unfit. 79 
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Glory, £ 
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Grace, TP 
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man. 7 
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Hypecrilic, 
[yoni What 31 
Hinderance, 
Time ſpent 5n prayer is no hindrance, 
Ec: 32 


1 Holinefle, 
, Holineſſe required in prayer, 126 
| Bolinefle What ? I-27 
Honour, 
"Wi that God bath by prayer 1 
-: Humble, Fate duh : 
| God deferres to grant our regu 
+ to humble «4. 64 
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Inward man diſadvantaged by peg. 
leching prayer, 28 
Inward d;ftewper,whence it is. 29 
Joy. 
[oy'comes by prayer, 22 
Juſtice, 


[uſtice of God ftrengthneth faith tn 
prayers 109 
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Key, 
Prayer the key that unleckes Gods 


treaſures. 21 
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| Little; 
A little meaſure may ſerve as wel# 
As greatere 66 
Faithfulnefſe m little, 69- 
Love, 
Love of Criſt Wall mary us pray to | 
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meanes, 
Prayer not the oxely meaness ibid. 
Meancs, three Cantions in aſins 
them. 95 
When wee pray in faithgwee are dili- 
gent in the uſe of the meanes, 11 4 
Meaſure. 
Meaſure in granting ory prayers.6 5 
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Prayer maſt bee offered in (hriſts 
' name, and Why. IO 11 
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Prayer. | Puriry 
rayer what. 2 | Pugity What, 
Prayer of two ſorts, 3 | See Heart, I32 
: Pray —_ men howling .ibid. : 
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i rig bt what. 9 Quiet, 
r, 8. motives tort. 19 When wee pray in faith the minde is 
Fr x prevalent 22 | quiet, Il3 
rape formal 43 good as none. 29 BR, 
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